SION  SEASCH^  OF  PRAYER 


MARGAB£T<ACKEY  OFFERING 


What’s  Inside 

Editorials,  Page  2 

The  blue  laws  and  worship. 

Faces  and  Places  by  Anne  McWilliams ,  Page  6 
**/’m  saje”  thought  the  ecu 
Convention  Board  approves  $18  million 
budget,  Page  3 


JOURNAL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 

September  C,  1984  Pablislicd  : 


Hunger  gifts  up  again 
but  requests  up  more 


By  Mary  Jane  Welch 

RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— Southern  grain  distribution,  in  Upper  Volta. 
Baptists  are  giving  more  than  ever  But  he  especially  likes  to  think  back 
for  world  hunger  and  relief  —  more  to  his  time  in  Ghana.  “I  was  able  to 
than  $2.6  million  in  the  first  seven  take  a  little  Ford  diesel  tractor  and 
months  of  1964  —  but  requests  pour  in  plow  a  small  acreage  for  one  of  the 
faster  th2ui  they  can  be  met.  lepers  who  had  no  fingers  and  to  see. 

The  Southern  Baptist  Foreign  Mis-  him  and  his  wife  and  daughter  out 
Sion  Board  allocated  more  than  $4.7  there  with  a  stick  punching  holes  in 
million  for  hunger  and  relief  in  the  the  ground  and  putting  kernels  of 
first  seven  months  of  the  year  by  com  in  there,  knowing  that  in  a  mat¬ 
using  funds  received  too  late  last  ter  of  months  they’d  have  some 
year  for  allocation  in  1963.  But  “we  com.”  #-■» 

now  have  virtually  twice  as  many  re-  The  rapid  increase  in  requests  for 
quests  coming  in  as  we  have  funds  to  funds  isn’t  the  only  change  diat  has 
meet  those  requests,”  said  John  affected  the  Foreign  Mission  Board’s 
Cheyne,  the  board’s  consultant  for  hunger  and  relief  program,  says 
human  needs  ministries.  Cheyne.  The  program  has  matured  in 

The  deluge  of  requests  doesn’t  many  ways  as  Southern  Baptists 
necessarily  reflect  an  increase  in  have  demonstrated  their  continuing 
needs,  says  C^yne,  but  an  increased  interest  in  meeting  physical  as  well 
awareness  of  needs  and  the  availabil-  as  spiritual  needs  overseas, 
ity  of  funds  to  meet  them  among  mis-  The  board  has  long  been  involved 
sionaries  and  overseas  Baptists.  in  benevolent  ministries  such  as 
Prodded  by  Southern  Baptists’  health  care  and  agriculture,  says 
generous  response  to  world  ne^,  the  Cheyne,  but  what  has  changed  in  re- 
Foreign  Mission  Board  has  worked  cent  years  is  the  extent  of  that  in- 
hard  to  instill  that  awarraess  in  re-  volvement  and  the  formal  shape  it 
cent  years,  says  Cheyne.  So  far  in  has  taken. 

1984,  he  and  his  colleagues  have  When  Southern  Baptists  began  giv- 
sponsored  nine  conferences  around  ing  large  sums  for  world  relief  in  the 
the  world  to  teach  missionaries  and  1970s,  the  board  launched  into  a 
overseas  Baptists  how  to  evaluate  ministry,  “through  no  fault  of  any- 
needs  and  plan  projects  responding  body’s”  of  putting  out  brush  fires, 
to  them.  Two  mwe  are  scheduled.  says  C^yne.  The  daily  news  chroni- 
The  missionaries  have  learned  cM  the  needs  of  Indochinese  re- 
their  lessons  well.  When  furloughing  fugees,  of  starving  children  in  Africa, 
missionaries  at  Ridgecrest  (N.C.)  of  earthquake  victims  in  Ontral 
and  Glorieta  (N.M.)  Baptist  Confer-  -<  America.  The  board  responded  by 
ence  (Centers  were  asked  what  event  giving  what  it  could, 
on  the  mission  field  made  them  most  The  board  still  distributes  grain  in 
proud  to  be  Southern  Baptists,  sev-  critical  situations,  but  its  philosophy 
eral  referred  to  relief  or  development  about  how  to  help  in  other  cases  has 
projects  in  their  areas.  shifted  from  giveaways  to  helping 

Danny  Callis  who  now  devotes  people  help  themselves,  Baptists 
about  half  his  time  to  relief  work  in  would  probably  not  again  build 
Brazil,  says,  “I  think  Southern  Bap-  homes  as  they  did  for  earthquake  vic- 
tists  have  responded  to  this  (world  tims  in  Guatemala,  says  Cheyne,  but 
need),  not  because  they’ve  been  would  broaden  their  assistance  by 
asked  to,  but  because  the  Lord  has  providing  temporary  shelter  and 
put  it  in  their  hearts.  The  Foreign  some  building  materials  for  victims 
Mission  Board  was  drowning  in  and  tools  for  heads  of  households  to 
money  (designated  for  world  reopen  their  businesses, 
hunger),  and  I  ^ink  the  Lord  caused  Today,  most  hunger  and  relief 
it.  He  knows  the  needs  over-  funds  are  allocated  for  on-going  pro¬ 
seas  ....  He  knows  what’s  availa-  jects  which  fall  into  the  developinent 
ble,  and  he’s  trying  to  get  the  two  to-  category.  The  work  of  Harold  Wat- 
gether.”  son,  an  agricultural  missionary  in 

Ed  Pinkston  is  proud  Southern  the  Philippines,  is  a  good  example, 
Baptists  provided  $750  to  help  10  says  Cheyne.  Watson  uses  techixil- 
families  whose  homes  were  de-  ogy  appropriate  to  the  Philippines  for 
stroyed  by  fire  in  an  Ivory  Oxast  vil-  programs  which  help  people  grow 
lage.  One  victim  was  the  local  Bap-  their  own  food.  Every  program  has  a 
tist  pastor.  Missionaries  bought  ea^  spiritual  emphasis,  too.  Watson’s 
family  a  100-pound  sack  of  rice  and  projects  have  been  so  successful  that 
gave  each  $40  to  help  rebuild  their  the  Philippine  government  has  used 
homes.  them  as  models  for  its  own  develop- 

“This  really  had  an  impact  on  the  ment  programs.  ' 
people,”  says  Pinkston.  “Before,  the  In  the  cities,  helping  people  pro- 
people  of  that  village  had  been  very  vide  their  own  food  is  more  difficult 
resistant  to  the  gospel,  but  this  thaninruralareas.saysCSieyne.Ag- 
changed  their  whole  attitu^  and  now  riculture,  the  mainstay  of  rural  de- 
they^  open  and  many  have  become  velopment,  has  limited  adaptatio*'* 
Christians.”  in  the  cities.  People  can  grow  vege- 

Jim  Wilkins  found  it  rewarding  to  tables  in  their  window  boxes  or  set  up 
see  Baptist  development  and  r^ef  rabbit  or  chicken  projects  in  the 
programs,  such  as  well  drilling  and  cities. 


But  the  board’s  basic  approach  to  divide  a  person  into  pieces  and  minis-  But  wherever  Southern  Baptist  re¬ 

hunger  relief  in  the  cities  is  to  enable  ter  to  only  one  piece.  They  must  lief  gifts  are  used,  whether  by  mis- 
people  to  earn  a  living.  The  old-  minister  to  the  whole  person  because  sionaries  or  local  Baptists,  they  help 
fashioned  American  welfare  center  Jesus  taught  his  followers  both  to  change  lives  and  leave  a  legacy 
with  its  giveaways  has  been  replaced  heal  the  sick  and  feed  the  hungry  and  Southern  Baptists  can  be  proud  of. 
by  community  centers  where  people  to  make  disciples.  Jo  (Cornelius,  missionary  in  Brazil, 

can  learn  job  skills  and  get  help  in  job  As  Southern  Baptists’  hunger  and  says  she  has  b^n  proud  to  see  relief 
placement,  where  children  can  get  relief  program  has  grown.  Baptists  funds  used  to  help  a  seemingly  for- 
food  and  supplies  for  school  so  they  have  contributed  more  than  Foreign  gotten  black  community  in  the  For- 
someday  can  support  their  own  chil-  Mission  Board  relief  allocations  indi-  taleza  area.  Today,  the  community 
dren.  cate.  Thousands  of  volunteers  and  has  wells,  a  school  and  a  church  be- 

Another  shift  in  the  Foreign  Mis-  missionaries  over  the  years  have  cause  of  Baptist  help, 
skxi  Board’s  relief  programs  is  from  been  involved  in  meeting  human  “You  mention  the  name  Baptist, 
a  purely  secular  approach  typified  by  needs.  ’Through  volunteer  projects,  and  hear,  ‘They’re  the  people  that 
the  word  “development”  to  a  concept  churches  and  state  conventions  have  love  you  and  they  help  you  and  they 
Cheyne  calls  “transformational  provided  thousands  of  dollars  worth  don’t  expect  anything  in  return,’  ” 
ministries.”  “Only  a  transformed  of  supplies  which  are  never  counted  she  says, 
person  can  transform  society,”  he  in  relief  allocations.  Overseas  Bap- 

says.  tists,  too,  provide  manpower  for  Mary  Jane  Welch  is  on  the  staff  of 

Baptists  acknowledge  they  cannot  many  programs.  the  Foreign  Mission  Board. 
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Mahon  County  Baptists  held  a  missions  fair  Aug.  20  at  Hurricane  Creek  Church. 
The  booths  included  home  and  foreign  missions  exhibits,  state,  BSU,  volunteer, 
and  disaster  missions,  and  a  puppet  team  from  Calvary  Church  performed  during 
a  hamburger  supper.  Pictured  are  helium-filled  balloons  which  have  Bible  verses 
attached,  being  given  to  the  children  to  release.  About  300  attended  the  event.  B. 
Alfred  Jones  is  missions  coordinator;  George  Lee  is  director  of  missions. 

Ray:  “planned  growth 
depends  on  role  models” 


Cecil  Ray,  national  director  of  the 
Planned  Growth  in  Giving  campaign 
for  Southern  Baptists,  told  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Con- 
ventiwi  Board,  its  staff,  trustees  of 
all  MBC  agencies,  and  directors  of 
missions  at  Gulfshore  last  week,  that 
the  campaign  is  “based  on  a  vision,  a 
clear  cut  clarion  call  to  commitment, 
that  totally  depends  on  leaders’  mod¬ 
eling.’’ 

Ray,  who  came  to  the  post  last  year 
from  the  office  of  executive  secret¬ 
ary  of  the  Baptist  State  Convention  of 
North  Carolina,  said  that  the  vision  of 
Bold  Mission  Thrust  “we  have  ac¬ 
cepted  ...  as  our  assignment  from 
G<^.  To  take  the  message  of  Christ  to 
the  whole  world.’’  He  added  that  the 
second  goal  of  BMT  is  to  increase  the 
number  of  Southern  Baptist  churches 
in  America  from  36,000  to  a  minimum 
of  50,000  by  the  end  of  the  century. 

,  Ray  said  that  “Southern  Baptists 
are  caught  between  their  greatest  vi¬ 
sion  and  their  greatest  conflict.’’  He 
noted  that  in  history  both  the  British 
Baptists  and  the  Northern  Baptists  in 
America  engaged  themselves  in  de¬ 
bates  over  inerrancy  and  evolution. 
Both  suffered  from  purges  from 


r  u  will  add  aouartei 

whiQ^  they  Dcater  jpMgfiawi,  miAm.  i 


way.  “Come  follow  me.  I’ll  not  only 
tell  you  how.  I’ll  show  you  the  way,’’ 
Ray  said  of  what  leaders  need  to  do. 

When  Ray  was  asked  to  lead  the 
campaign  he  said  his  first  thought 
was  “Is  anything  like  this  possible?’’ 
He  decided  that  if  such  a  program 
were  to  take  place,  the  leadership  of 
Southern  Baptists  need  to  be  willing 
to  step  out  and  show  the  way. 

Ray  said  that  all  the  state  conven¬ 
tions  are  planning  to  participate  this 
fall.  Agency  leaders  will  be  asked  to 
participate.  “If  leadership  says  yes,  I 
don’t  think  hell  with  all  its  forces  can 
stop  it." 

He  said  that  each  pastor  in  the  SBC 
will  be  asked  this  next  year  to  stand 
before  the  church  and  sign  a  com¬ 
mitment  card  for  PGIG. 

Ray’s  testimony  of  giving  included 
him  saying  that  when  he  became  a 
stewardship  department  staffer  for 
Texas  Baptists  in  1961,  he  learned  the 
meaning  of  “advantage  giving,’’ 
where  the  testimony  of  a  giver  is 
more  valuable  than  a  silent  gift.  He 
and  his  wife  planned  toward  20  per¬ 
cent  giving  to  their  church.  Another 
four  percent  was  added  for  a  church 
building  campaign.  Now  the  couple 
will  add  aou^er  percent  a  year  for 


Ray.  He  said  that  this  is  not  to  say 
that  issues  are  not  important,  but 
that  the  choice  for  Southern  Baptists 
is  to  follow  “the  vision  or  engage  in 
controversy.” 

Ray  said  that  Southern  Baptists 
are  in  a  point  in  their  history  never 
seen  before.  “We’ve  never  had  a  vis¬ 
ion  equal  to  what  we  are  calling  Bold 
the  potential  we  have  now 
. . .  and  . . .  We’ve  never  been  at  the 
point  of  crisis  before, 
at  the  point  of  crisis  before.” 

He  said  that  the  average  Southern 
Baptist  gift  to  his  or  her  church 
stands  at  2  percent  of  his  or  her  in¬ 
come.  “If  Bold  Mission  Thrust  is  a 
vision,  it  is  unattainable  at  that 
level.”  Current  Southern  Baptist 
church  income  stands  at  |3  billion. 
The  Planned  Growth  in  Giving  aim  is 
a  seven-fold  increase,  of  120  billion  by 
the  year  2000. 


Convention  Board  approves 
$18  million  budget  for  ’85 


The  Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion  Board,  meeting  at  Gulfshore 
Baptist  Assembly  last  week,  ap¬ 
proved  a  1985  Coo^rative  Program 
budget  of  $18  million,  which  will  be 
presented  to  messengers  to  the  Mis- 
si^ppi  Baptist  Convention  in 
Noveniber  for  consideration. 

This  1985  budget  would  be  an  in¬ 
crease  of  $1,515,000  over  the 
$16,485,000  budget  for  1984.  Earl 
Kelly^  executive  secretary  treasurer 
of  the^dBCB,  noted  that  if  budget  fi¬ 
gures  W  1984  do  not  show  a  signific¬ 
ant  gain  in  the  next  couple  of  months, 
the  budget  committee  will  have  to 
consider  a  revised  1985  budget.  As  of 
the  end  of  August,  the  income  for  1964 
stood  at  $10,727,121,  a  total  of  262,879 
behind  the  pro  rata  amount  expected . 

The  1985  budget  calls  for  a  one  half 
percent  increase  over  the  1984 
Cooperative  Program  for  funds 
going  to  Southern  Baptist  Convention 
causes  outside  the  state  of  Missis¬ 
sippi.  This  addition  of  one  half  per¬ 
cent  to  SBC  outside  causes  has  been 
done  for  the  past  several  years  at  the 
request  of  Kelly. 

liie  convention  board  approved  a 
motion  from  a  special  task  force  to 
continue  adding  a  half  percent  each 
year  until  the  year  2000  when  the  per¬ 
centage  of  the  budget  going  to  SBC 
outside  causes  would  total  43  percent . 
That  recommendation  will  be  for¬ 
warded  to  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention,  also. 

Making  the  request  was  the  Plan¬ 
ned  Growth  in  Giving  Task  Force, 
chaired  by  James  Yates,  pastor  of 
First  Church,.  Yazoo  City.  The  Plan¬ 
ned  Growth  in  Giving  Task  Force 
exists  to  call  Baptists  to  a  challenge 
to  raise  church  giving  over  the  next 


Earl  Kelly,  MBCB  executive  sec¬ 
retary  gave  his  giving  testimony 
also.  He  said  that  faith  is  “obeying  in 
spite  of  the  consequences,”  ^ding, 
“If  we  wanted  to  give  leadership  we 
ourselves  must  set  an-  example.” 
Kelly  said  that  in  consultation  with 
his  wife,  they  had  decided  to  increase 
their  church  giving  seven  and  a  half 
percent  more  than  their  current  rate 
by  the  year  2000. 

Julius  Thompson,  who  has  been  the 
state  director  of  TOIG  and  will  be 
replaced  by  David  Michel,  as 
Thompson  becomes  Church  Ad¬ 
ministration/Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  director,  gave  his  tes¬ 
timony.  He  said  that  as  a  youth,  the 
challenge  to  tithe  caused  him  to  re¬ 
spond  “out  of  fear  —  I  felt  something 
terrible  would  befall  me”  if  not  a 
tither.  Later,  said  Thompson,  he 
learned  that  giving  is  “notout  of  fear. 


The  danger,  he  said,  in  using  those  but  out  of  love.”  He  said  that  he  would 


kinds  of  figures  is  in  “turning  people 
off.”  Ray  said  the  giving  increases 
depend  on  leadership  modeling  the 


be  looking  again  at  his  will  and  plan 
to  share  a  percentage  of  his  estate 
with  his  church. 


Charles  Pickering  of  Laurel,  Missis¬ 
sippi  Baptist  Convention  president, 
talks  with  Cecil  Ray,  SBC  chairman  of 
the  Planned  Growth  in  Giving  cam¬ 
paign  during  a  leadership  meeting  at 
Gulfshore  Baptist  Assembly  last  week. 


by  Tini  Nicholas 

15  years  to  fund  Bold  Mission  Thrust. 
Bl^  is  an  attempt  to  present  the 
gospel  message  to  everyone  on  earth 
by  the  end  of  the  century. 

In  other  matters,  the  convention 
board  gave  the  nod  to  promote  Julius 
Thompson  to  direct  the  Church  Ad¬ 
ministration/Pastoral  Ministries 
Department  from  which  Leon  Emery 
is  retiring  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
Thompson  has  been  consultant  in  the 
Stewanlship  and  Cooperative  Prog¬ 
ram  Promotion  Department. 
Thompson  will  be  replaced  by  David 
Michel,  pastor  of  Prentiss  Baptist 
Church.  Also,  Raymon  Huff,  a  local 
contractor,  will  become  building 
superintendent  upon  the  retirement 
of  Qyde  Williams.  (Details  of  these 
actions  were  in  last  week's  Baptist 
Record.) 

The  board  voted  to  present  to  the 
convention  a  motion  from  the  execu¬ 
tive  committee  to  inaugurate  the 
Mississippi  Biracial  Baptist  Com¬ 
mission  which  would  be  composed  of 
trustees  elected  from  the  convention 
board.  Currently,  Mississippi  Baptist 
Seminary  has  trustees  elected  from 
the  convention  and  from  the  black 
Baptist  conventions.  Sophia  Sutton 
Assembly  has  trustees  selected  by 
the  trustees  themselves,  a  self- 
perpetuating  board. 

Chester  Vaughn,  MBCB  program 
director,  reported  that  the  seminary 
had  agreed  in  principle  and  the 
Sophia  Sutton  board  was  to  meet 
shortly  to  consider  approval  of  the 
trustee  merger.  The  black  conven¬ 
tions  would  continue  electing  half  the 
trustees.  Vaughn  noted  that  the  two 
institutions  and  their  funding  would 
remain  separate  entities. 

The  board  voted  to  employ  a  con¬ 
sulting  firm  to  study  the  Baptist 
Building’s  telephone  system  for  po- 
~jRial  iipfovements.'^ey  voted  t«.' 
allow  newly-elected  board  manage¬ 
rial  and  professional  employees  to 
sorrow  up  to  10  percent,  not  exceed¬ 
ing  $10,000  for  a  home  loan  at  a  cur¬ 
rent  rate  of  11.5  percent  interest.  The 
group  approved  a  1965  cost  of  living 
raise  to  employees  of  four  percent 
with  up  to  two  percent  merit  raises 
possible. 

And  Joe  Tuten,  chairman  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Eklucation  Com¬ 
mission,  reported  to  the  board  that 
the  Unified  Endowment  Task  Force 
is  continuing  its  meeting  and  a  final 
report  will  be  made  to  the  board  be¬ 
fore  the  November  convention. 

Tuten  said  the  possibility  of  a  $40 
million  endowment  campaign  fM*  the 
three  Baptist  colleges  and  the  Baptist 
Childi^n’s  Villages  hinges  on  a  “lead 
pft”  of  $7.5  million.  “We  do  not  have 
it,”  said  Tuten,,  who  is  pastor  of  Cal¬ 
vary  Church,  Jackson. 

He  noted  that  Blue  Mountain  Col¬ 
lege  president  Harold  Fisher 
suggested  prayer  for  the  campaign 
committee  which  would  be  elected  in 


November  to  carry  out  the  campaign 
itself,  and  to  “Pray  for  the  Lord  to  lay 
on  someone's  heart  to  give  the  $7.5 
million.”  Tuten  said  he  was  sending  a 
letter  to  the  200  persons  who  had  been 
interviewed  by  the  research  team 
which  has  been  studying  the  pos¬ 
sibilities  of  such  an  endowment  cam¬ 
paign.  The  letters  will  ask  for  prayer 
for  those  two  items  mentioned  above. 

Charles  Pickering,  convention 
president  from  Laurel,  said  that  this 
campaign  will  take  some  “Genuine 
old  fashioned  prayer  sessions.”  Pic¬ 
kering  said  the  campaign  would  be¬ 
nefit  basically  scholarships,  build¬ 
ings,  and  will  cut  down  on  increases 
in  Baptist  education.  Persons  giving 
to  endowment  can  designate  to 
whichever  institution  he  or  she  pref¬ 
ers.  Undesignated  funds,  he  said,  will 
go  to  a  prearranged  formula  with 
Mississippi  College  getting  51  per¬ 
cent,  William  Carey  College  getting 
29  percent.  Blue  Mountain  College 
getting  10  percent;  and  the  Baptist 
Children’s  Village  getting  10  percent. 

Tuten  said  that  the  Education 
Commission  will  be  asking  for 
$600,000  per  year  for  the  years  1986- 
1990  for  New  Capital  Needs  for  Chris¬ 
tian  Education  in  the  state.  He  said 
that  this  will  be  an  additional  $100,000 
per  year  over  the  present  sdiedule. 
He  also  noted  that  the  agreement  to 
give  the  Mississippi  College  School  of 
Law  the  first  $250,000  of  budget  over¬ 
ages  will  end  this  year. 

The  missions  and  evangelism 
committee  of  the  board  recom¬ 
mended  that  the  convention  replace 
the  student  center  at  the  University 
of  Mississippi  when  the  new  center  at 
Mississippi  State  University  is  paid 
off  in  1987.  That  recommendation 
was  approved  by  the  board. 

In  noting  the  possibility  of  needing 
Jo  reduee  the  1985  Cooperative  Prog¬ 
ram  budget,  Kelly  said  that  “some¬ 
thing  has  been  happening  to  our  giv¬ 
ing  since  about  the  time  of  our  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  Convention  (in  Kansas 
City  this  year).”  He  said  that  if  the 
current  deficit  continues  at  the  same 
rate,  the  board  will  be  $600,000  short 
at  the  end  of  the  year. 

“I  can’t  give  you  the  causes,”  he 
said,  “I  choose  to  believe”  they  are 
due  to  economic  problems  in  some 
areas  of  the  state.  He  said  the  con¬ 
vention  can  continue  if  it  wishes  with 
“political  power  plays  and  wrangles, 
but  if  we  don’t  wake  up  as  a  denomi¬ 
nation,  Planned  Growr^  in  Giving  or 
no  Planned  Growth  in  Giving,  we’ll 
be  calling  75  percent  of  our  mission 
force  home.” 

Kelly  noted  elected  SBC  officers 
who  have  much  smaller  than  aver¬ 
age  records  for  Ckioperative  Prog¬ 
ram  giving,  and  pointed  to  the  SBC’s 
largest  church  as  giving  less  than 
$300,000  through  the  Cooperative 
Program.  “We  can’t  operate  on  that 
(Continued  on  page  4) 
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Thai  water  project  introduces 
spiritually  dry  area  to  gospel 


CHANTHABURI,  Thailand  (BP) 
—  A  Southern  Baptist  project  to 
create  water  ponds  for  needy  villa¬ 
gers  has  opened  two  spiritually  dry 
areas  to  the  gospel. 

The  ponds  benefit  two  drought- 
stricken  villages,  one  where  Thai  re¬ 
fugees  from  the  (Jambodian  border 
have  settled  and  another  where  279 
families  suffering  from  Hansen’s 
disease  (leprosy)  live  on  4,300  rai 
( 1,720  acres )  of  orchard  land  granted 
by  the  government. 

‘  ‘This  makes  me  want  to  be  a  Chris¬ 
tian,”  said  one  man  living  in  the 
Nikhom  Leprosy  Village  as  he 
watched  fresh  spring  water  flowing 
into  an  18-foot-deep,  30-by-60-foot 
hole.  “I  have  never  felt  this  way  be¬ 
fore,  but  I  have  seen  so  much  work, 
and  this  water  has  to  be  from  your 
God.  I  would  like  to  know  your  God.” 

In  most  instances,  the  ponds  will 
provide  water  for  drinking,  bathing 
and  laundry.  They  will  also  be  used  to 
irrigate  the  parched  orchard  land 
that  represents  the  lepers’  only 
source  of  income.  Each  pond  is 
equipped  with  a  pump.  The  banks  are 
too  steep  to  climb  —  primarily  to 
keep  out  water  buffalo  and  other 
animals  —  so  each  pond  has  a  bam¬ 
boo  ladder  in  case  anyone  falls  in. 

Mission  Service  Corps  volunteer 


By  Maxine  Stewart 

Steve  Alleff,  from  First  Baptist 
Church,  Amarillo,  Texas,  directed 
the  project.  When  missionaries  in 
Thailand  were  given  an  appropria¬ 
tion  from  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board’s  hunger  relief  and  general  re¬ 
lief  funds  to  begin  working.  Alien 
contacted  public  health  officials  in 
Chanthaburi  Province.  Basing  their 
choices  on  private  needs,  officials 
selected  spots  for  thb  ponds.  Sixty  of 
the  ponds  are  fed  by  their  own 
springs;  the  other  three  will  hold 
rainwater. 

The  first  pond  brought  great  ex¬ 
citement.  In  the  midst  of  the  dry  sea¬ 
son,  14  feet  of  costal  clear  spring 
water  filled  a  gaping  hole  eight  hours 
after  the  ground  was  opened.  The 
pe<^le  were  amazed. 

“'There’s  not  a  Christian  in  this  vil¬ 
lage  (Pong  Nam  Ron)”  said  Allen. 
“But  the  people  kept  saying,  ‘This 
has  to  be  from  your  God.’  ” 

Somkiat  Sawangsawai,  the  CJuist- 
ian  contractor  hired  to  do  the  dig¬ 
ging,  witnessed  to  the  village  people 
as  he  worked.  He  and  his  men  re¬ 
peatedly  told  villagers  the  ponds 
were  not  from  the  government,  but 
were  from  Christians  in  the  United 
States.  As  the  people  thanked  the 
workers,  they  kept  telling  the  villa¬ 
gers  to  thank  (jrod. 


“This  makes  me  a  believer,”  said  a 
villager  who  for  years  had  forbidden 
his  wife  to  even  speak  to  a  Christian. 
Allen  delivered  a  Bible  to  the  man, 
and  as  they  sat  on  his  porch  reading 
scripture  aloud,  several  people 
gathered  from  nearby.  The  people 
approached  the  porch  quietly,  and 
then  sat  down  and  listened. 

A  widow  came  to  Allen  and  asked 
for  a  pond.  “We  were  unable  to  help 
her  because  of  our  limited  budget,” 
Allen  recalled.  “But  she  said  she 
wanted  to  hear  about  God.  We  sat  and 
talked  for  a  long  time.  By  the  end  of 
the  day  we  had  promises  of  seven 
adults  and  four  children  to  attend 
church  on  Sunday.” 

One  man  living  in  Nikhom  Leprosy 
Village  saw  a  genuineness  in  C^st- 
ianity  he  hadn’t  identified  before.  “I 
'have  studied  many  religions,”  he 
said.  “Even  my  neighbors  and  me, 
we  don’t  help  each  otoer,  I  know  very 
little  about  Christians,  but  you 
showed  us  a  love  that  no  one  else  has. 
I  told  my  wife  that  Christianity  must 
be  very  different  from  anything  I’ve 
ever  studied.” 


(Maxine  Stewart  is  a  missionary 
press  representative  in  Thailand.) 


Proposed  Budget  1985 

Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 

%Of 


1165 

Total 

Institutions  and  Agencies 

Christian  Education 

83,300,000 

18.33 

Christian  Eklucation  Capt.  Needs  500,000 

2.78 

United  Endowment  (Campaign  200,000 
Mississippi  Baptist  Medical  Center 

1.11 

Elducation 

35,000 

.19 

Hardship  Assistance 

90,000 

.50 

Med.  C^.  Capt.  Needs 

60,000 

.33 

Qiildren’s  Village 

327,000 

1.82 

Ministerial  EklQcation  Board 

89,000 

•  .49 

(Christian  Action 

133,500 

.74 

Baptist  Foundation 

130,000 

.72 

Historical  C>}mmission 

32,500 

.18 

Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary 

139,500 

.78 

SUB-TOTAL  $  5,036,500 

27.97 

Board  Programs 

Conv.  Bd.  (Dapt.  Needs 

384,000 

2.13 

Gulfshore  Assembly 

Programming 

139,345 

.77 

Gulfshore  Operations 

122,174 

.68 

Program  Director’s  Office 

119,134 

.66 

Youth  Night 

10,000 

.06 

Broadcast  Services 

91,224 

.51 

Church  Adm.-Pastoral  Min. 

100,804 

.56 

Church  Building  Services 

44,448 

.25 

Associational  Administration 

63,500 

.35 

WMU 

283,073 

1.57 

Sunday  School 

337,471 

1.87 

Church  ’Training 

279,737 

1.55 

Brotherhood 

184,945 

1.03 

Church  Music 

181,084 

1.01 

Student  Work 

610,085 

3.39 

Student  Centers  Capt.  Needs 

100,000 

.56 

Evangelism 

93,955 

.52 

(^operative  Missions 

218,669 

1.21 

Stewardship  &  (hop.  Prog.  Prom.  225,829 

1.25 

Subsidies  to  Associations 

112,500 

.63 

Church-Minister  Rel.  &  Annuity  149,035 

.83 

Cieneral  Services  (Bldg.  Maint., 

Bldg.  Serv.,  Basic  Telephone, 

Print  Shop) 

676,162 

3.76 

Baptist  Record 

228,460 

1.27 

Annuity  Participation 

625,000 

3.47 

Social  Security  & 

Ins.  (Board) 

570,000 

3.17 

SUB-TOTAL''^ 

8  5,950,634 

38.08 

Public  Relations 

24,018 

.13 

Chnvention  Sessions 

17,500 

.09 

Convention  Annual,  Diary,  etc.  32,000 

.18 

convention  Board  & 

(Omm.  Meetings 

25,000 

.14 

Exec.  Secty-Treasurer’s  Office  148,948 

.83 

Business  Office 

152,937 

.85 

Data  &  Word  Processing 

113,409 

.63 

Planned  Growth  in  Giving 

71,510 

.40 

SUB-TOTAL 

8585,322 

3.25 

STA’TE  CAUSES  - 

GRAND  ’TOTAL 

811,572.456 

64.28 

SBC  Caoses 

South  Am.  Missions  Ck)ordinator  15,000  .06 

FMB  Appointment  Service  — 

SBC  Video 


Cassette  Program 
Mission  Service 

14,900 

.06 

corps.  Prog. 

10,000 

.06 

Southern  Bapt.  Conv. 

6,387,644 

35.50 

SUB-TOTAL 

8  6,427,544 

35.72 

GRAND  TOTAL  - 

ALL  CAUSES 

818,000,000 

100.00 

Churches  must  choose  Social 
Security  exemption  by  Oct.  31 

By  Ray  Furr 


DALLAS  (BP)— Churches  choos¬ 
ing  not  to  participate  in  Social  Sec¬ 
urity  Ml  behalf  of  their  lay  employees 
must  file  for  an  irrevocable  exemp¬ 
tion  with  the  Internal  Revenue  Ser¬ 
vice  by  Oct.  31,  according  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Annuity  Board. 

Under  the  Tax  Reform  Act  of  1984 
passed  in  late  July,  churches  may 
make  a  onetime,  irrevocable  deci¬ 
sion  not  to  participate  on  behalf  of 
their  non-or^ined  employees  in  So¬ 
cial  Security.  The  law  overturns 
legislation  that  required  churches  to 
include  all  of  their  non-ministerial 
employees  in  Social  Security  effec¬ 
tive  Jan.  1, 1964. 

Harold  Richardson,  treasurer  of 
the  Annuity  Board  and  a  certified 
public  accountant,  said  churches 
choosing  the  exemption  may  actually 
be  giving  their  lay  employees  a  sal¬ 
ary  cut. 

“Churches  opting  out  of  Social 
Security  will  force  their  employees  to 
be  classified  as  self-employed  which 
means  they  must  pay  11.3  percent  of 
their  1984  gross  salaries  in  self- 
employment  taxes,”  said 
Ridiardson.  “This  tax  will  continue 
to  increase  each  year  until  1990  when 
it  will  be  15.3  percent.”  He  noted 
churches  curr«itly  are  paying  seven 
percent  and  the  employee  is  paying 
6.7  percent  in  F.I.C.A.  taxes. 

While  ordained  ministers  must 
continue  to  pay  the  higher  self- 
employment  taxes,  Richardson  said 
they  are  afforded  other  tax  advan¬ 
tages,  such  as  tax-exempt  housing  al¬ 
lowances,  for  which  the  lay 
employees  are  not  eligible. 

According  to  an  IRS  spokesperson, 
the  exemption  should  be  filed  only  if 
the  church  is  opposed  to  paying  So¬ 
cial  Security  for  religious  reasons 
such  as  conscientious  objection  to  a 


social  insurance  system.  However, 
once  the  exemption  has  been 
granted,  the  church  cannot  withdraw 
the  decision. 

Darold  H.  MM-gan,  president  of  the 
Annuity  Board,  said  the  board  has 
not  opposed  church  participation  in 
the  So^  Security  system  on  behalf 
of  the  lay  employee  because  he  does 
not  think  Baptists  have  traditionally 
viewed  this  participation  as  a  viola- 
tiMJ  of  the  First  Amendment. 

He  said;  “Unlike  taxes  which  go 
for  the  support  of  government.  Social 
Security  funds  are  designated  into  a 
separate  fund  for  the  exclusive  pur¬ 
pose  of  providing  social  protection 
for  the  elderly,  the  disabled  and  sur¬ 
vivors.” 

Churches  filing  the  exemption  are 
eligible  for  an  IRS  refund  of  the 
F.I.C.A.  taxes  paid  since  Jan.  1.  The 
church  will  then  refund  employees 
their  portion  of  the  tax. 

Churches  choosing  the  exemption 
must  file  Form  8274  with  the  IRS  by 
Oct.  31.  All  churches  established 
after  this  deadline  will  have  90  days 
from  its  founding  date  to  apply  for  the 
exemption. 

(Furr  works  with  the  Annuity 
Board,  SBC. ) 


Identify  family  strengths.  Each 
family  member  lists  and  charts  fam¬ 
ily  strengths.  It  helps  avoid  the  ten¬ 
dency  to  dwell  on  problems,  gives  a 
positive  perspective.  In  a  family 
gathering  one  “target”  person  lists 
his  own  strengths.  Each  member 
elaborates  on  or  adds  to  that  list. 
Members  take  turns  being  the  target. 
“Results  have  been  amazing. 
Families  get  into  the  habit  of  looking 
for  one  another’s  good  qualities  and 
of  expressing  appreciation  to  one 
another.”— Nick  Stinnett 


Convention  Board 


approves  .  .  . 

((Continued  from  page  3) 

kind  of  commitment.’  Vaughn  also  said  Gulfshore  needs  a 

He  added,  “We  need  to  do  a, whcje  piano  and  that  ttie  cony^on 

lot  of  praying  for  some  servant  board  staff  stands  ready  to  help 
roles.”  churches  with  any  problem. 

(Chester  Vaughn,  program  direc-  Board  president  Ekl  Gandy  named 
tor,  told  the  board  that  he,  Paul  Har-  the  five  members  of  the  Conunittee 
rell,  Dan  Hall,  and  (Suy  Henderson,  on  Board  Organization  which  makes 
all  of  the  boanl  staff,  will  be  team  plans  for  the  overseeing  of  the  vari- 
leaders  in  a  series  of  evangelistic  ous  programs  of  convention  board 
campaigns  in  Uruguay  and  Argen-  work.  Bartis  Harper,  Tylertown, 
tina  next  year.  He  said  the  leaders  chairman;  Mrs.  William  Patterson, 
need  60  team  leaders  to  enlist  3-4  per-  Columbia;  Leo  Barker,  Baldwin; 
sons  each  to  go  at  a  cost  of  |1,600  per  Marvin  Bond,  Starkville;  and  W.  A. 
person  for  12-14  days.  Fordham,  Petal. 


FOR  ALL  TYPES  OF 

Sckool  ft  CiMPCIi  Rnitire 

•  Complete  itock  of  chain,  tablet,  deaki  aad 
laraithiagi  for  Clatiroom,  Library,  Suaday 
School,  Anditorinm,  Cafeteria  aad  every 

School  aad  Charch  bm.  _ 

.  EVERYTHING  FOR  |^HTIIXfIX|I7 

the  school 

AND  CHURCH  ^PWiT«I«im3'l 
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^^8.5  million 
goal  attainable 


Mississippi  Baptist  activities 

Sept.  9  Single  Adult  Sunday  (CAC  Emphasis) 

Sept.  9-12  State  Mission  Season  of  Prayei'  and  Margaret  Lackey  Offering 
(WMU  Emphasis) 

Sept.  10  Area  Brotherhood  Leadership  Training;  7-9  p.m.;  FBC, 

Senatobia/FBC,  New  Albany /Immanuel  BC,  Greenwood  (BRO) 

Sept.  10-13  Continuing  Witness  Training;  Woodville  Heights  BC,  Jackson;  2 
p.m.,  10th— 11  a  m.,  13th  (EVAN) 

Sept.  11  Area  Brotherhood  Leadership  Training;  7-9  p.m.;  FBC,  West 
Point/ FBC,  Meridian  (BRO) 

Sept.  13  Area  Brotherhood  Leadership  Training,  7-9  p.m.;  FBC, 

Brookhaven/FBC,  Ocean  Springs /Temple  BC,  Hattiesburg 
(BRO) 

Sept.  14-15  WMU  Houseparty;  Gulfshore  Assembly;  5:30  p.m.;  14th— 3 
p.m.,  15th  (WMU) 

Sept.  14-15  Singles  Retreat;  Harrisburg  BC,  Tupelo;  7  p.m.  14th^  p.m., 

15th  (CAC) 

Sept.  14-15  Chaplaincy  Ck)nference;  Camp  Garaywa;  Noon,  14th— Noon, 

15th  (Ck>Mi) 

Sept.  14-16  Mississippi  Baptist  (inference  of  the  Deaf;  Camp  Garaywa;  8  Uganda,  and  in  South  Korea.  He 
p.m.,  14th— 1  p.m.,  16th  (CtoMi)  ordained  to  the  ministry  in  1953. 


|)ort  converts.” 

He  said  if  each  of  the  one  million 
Sunday  school  workers  committed 
themselves  to  enrolling  five  persons 
in  1964-85,  a  total  of  five  million  would 
be  enrolled.  Allowing  for  attrition 
and  transfers,  the  one-year  net  gain 
would  be  approximately  623,000,  said 
Piland. 

“Your  pastors  can’t  do  all  the 
reaching  and  winning  in  your 

church,”  said  Piland.  “The  hope  of  _ _  _  _  _ _ _ _ 

the  church  lies  not  in  p^ors  ^one  ditorium  Sept.  9.  Earl  Kelly,  execu-  131  feet  above  the  original  buildings, 
but  in  a  lay  army  mobilized  and  vit-  tive  secretary  for  the  Mississippi  Members  of  the  building  commit- 
alized.”  Baptist  Convention  Board,  will  de-  tee  are  Kelly  Pyron  and  Paul  Green, 

He  urged  workers  to  emphasize  liver  the  dedicatory  address  at  the  11  co-chairman;  Kenneth  Moss;  Frank 
two  kinds  of  growth:  reaching  un-  a.m.  service.  Vaught;  Mrs.  Jack  Benson;  Mrs. 

churched  persons  and  ministering  to  An  open  house  will  be  held  from  2  to  Stacey  Adams;  Mrs.  Eunice  Hoy-* 
the  needs  of  menribers.  4  p.m.  At  7:30  p.m.  the  Sanctuary  land;  Dan  Wynn,  minister  of  educa-. 

“I  think  the  entire  future  of  this  na-  C3ioir  will  present  “Hymn  of  Praise”  tion;  Ken  Miller,  minister  of  music; 
tion  rests  exclusively  on  what  we  do  by  Mendelssohn,  accompanied  by  and  Odean  Puckett,  pastor, 
in  Bible-believing  churches,”  said  members  of  the  Jackson  Symphony 
Piland.  “We  are  on  the  precipice  of  Orchestra. 

The  new  auditorium  will  seat  1,100 
and  has  13  stained  glass  windows 
featuring  personalities  and  themes 
from  the  Bible.  Instrumental  music 
will  be  provided  by  a  35-rank  Moeller 
pipe  organ  and  a  Baldwin  concert 
grand  piano.  The  bulding  also  in¬ 
cludes  a  parlor,  a  reception  room,  a 
kitchen,  classrooms,  a  music  suite, 
and  a  prayer  room.  It  is  colonial  in 


1st,  Natchez  to  dedicate 
new  auditorium  Sept.  9 


Carroll  honored 


Two  methods  for  obtaining 
messenger  housing  in  Dallas 

1985 


Griffith  Memorial  Church,  ^  me  mgnt  ot  me  tellowship  Aug. 
Jackson,  is  beginning  a  satellite  23  (Carroll  led  the  youth  and  young 
church  on  Terry  Road  just  inside  the  adults  of  the  church  in  a  presentation 
Jackson  city  limits.  K®"  Medema  musical,  “Love, 

To  be  known  as  Griffith.  South,  the  Speak  a  Word.” 
satellite  church  will  begin  services  ^  Calvary  Church  also  honored  the 
on  Sept.  9  in  a  chapel  trailer  owned  by  Carrolls  at  a  luncheon  on  Aug.  19. 
the  Hinds-Madison  Association.  The 

trailer  sits  on  about  five  acres  of  land  _ 

purchased  by  the  church.  ~  ^  - 

Gary  Knapp,  pastor  of  Griffith. 

North,  will  also  be  pastor  of  Griffith,  A  man  had  been  bothered  by  an 
South.  Services  there  will  be  at  9:30  inchy*  elbow  for  several  weeks.  He 
ATLANTA  ( BP)— Southern  Bap-  a.m.  Sundays,  with  Sunday  School  at  went  to  see  a  doctor.  After  a  long  and 


Convention  policies  provide  two  Quinta  Regal  Row,  Wyndham  North 
methods  for  individuals  and  groups  Park  Inn,  Plaza  Hotel,  (^ality  Inn 
to  secure  hotel  rooms  for  the  19^  Market  Center,  Regent  Hotel,  Shera- 
Southem  Baptist  (invention  annual  ton  Mockingbird,  Twin  Sis^s.  and 
meeting  in  Dallas,  Texas,  June  11-14.  Viscount  Hotel. 

1.  At  least  4,0(io  rooms— 3,000  of  The  city  of  Dallas  has  approxi- 

which  must  be  located  within  two  mately  26,000  hotel/motei  rooms,  and 
milesof  the  Convention  Center  — are  with  the  exception  of  the  rooms  in  the 
to  be  held  for  individuals  making  sixteen  hotels  being  held  by  the  city’s  tist  Home  Mission  President  William  10:30.  Hubert  Monk,  associate  pas-  thorough  examination  the  doctor 
written  reservation  requests  through  Housing  Bureau,  rooms  may  be  se-  ^  ” 
the  host  city’s  official  bousing  cured  at  this  time  by  individuals  or 
bureau.  .  v  ^  ’ . *3ire^y^ntajrting  the 

2. - All  other  rooms  in  the  city  rioC  hotels.  *  ^  - 

being  held  by  the  city’s  housing  The  Executive  Conunittee  of  the 
bureau  are  to  be  left  for  individuals  Southern  Baptist  Convention  pro- 
and  groups  to  make  direct  reserve-  vides  a  housing  information  office  to 
tions  with  the  hotels.  assist  individuals  and  groups  with 

Sixteen  hotels  have  committed  just  special  needs.  The  information  office  young  people,  ages  22-27,  to  avoid  the 
under  5,000  rooms' to  be  used  by  the  does  not  make  reservations  but  can  temptation  of  clinging  to  the  moun- 
Dallas  (invention  and  Visitors  Hous-  often  assist  messengers  who  en-  taintop  and  to  go  down  into  the  valley 
ing  Bureau  for  the  annual  meeting,  counter  problems  with  the  hotels  or  where  the  people  are  hurting. 

Special  room  reservation  request  the  Housing  Bureau.  Information  “If  we  never  get  to  the  valleys  we 
forms  are  currently  being  prepared,  and  help  may  be  secured  by  writing  will  never  meet  the  needs  of  ourse- 
and  during  the  month  of  September  Housing  Information,  460  James  Ives  and  of  the  people,,”  he  chal- 
they  will  be  available  in  all  state  Bap-  Robertson  Parkway,  Nashville,  Ten-  lenged. 

tist  convention  offices  and  printed  in  nessee  37219,  or  by  calling  615/244-  Commissioned  as  US-2  mis- 
the  Baptist  Program.  These  forms  2355.  sionaries  ( two  years  of  mission  work 

may  be  mailed  to  the  Housing  Bureau  The  Dallas  Hilton  will  serve  as  the  in  the  United  States )  were  six  young 
beginning  October  1,  1984.  Only  re-  Convention  hotel,  and  the  Adolphus  people  from  Tennessee;  three  each 
quests  made  on  these  special  forms  Hotel  as  the  Woman’s  Missionary  from  Florida,  Georgia,  Kentucky, 
will  be  accepted  by  the  Housing  Union  headquarters.  The  (Convention  Oklahoma  and  South  Carolina;  two 
Bureau.  Forms  will  be  processed  on  sessions,  WMU  general  sessions,  and  from  North  Carolina  and  Louisiana, 
an  individual  family  basis.  the  Pastors’  (Conference  will  be  held  and  one  each  from  Alabama,  Illinois. 

The  sixteen  hotels  committing  in  the  Dallas  (Convention  Center  lo-  Indiana,  Maryland,  Mississippi, 
rooms  to  the  Housing  Bureau  are  the  cated  at  650  South  Griffin.  Excellent  Missouri,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania 
Adolphus  Hotel,  Dallas  Hilton,  parking  is  also  available  at  the  (Con-  and  Texas.  The  Mississippian  was 
Dupont  Plaza,  Executive  Inn,  Fair-  vention  (Center.  Raymond  Caldwell  III  of  Caledonia, 

mont Hotel, Grenelefe Hotel,  Holiday  Reprinted  from  August  1184  Bap-  who  will  serve  in  Grand  Rapids, 

Inn  Downtown,  Hyatt  Regency,  La  dst  Program.  Mich. 


1  US-2  mis-  tor,  will  assist  in  preaching  duties,  asked,  “Have  you  ever  had  this  be- 
ississippian.  Revival  services  are  planned  at  fore?”  The  patient  answered.  “Yes.” 

.§?i/fitb.  JJie^aaL  ^  .>?‘WeU;>satd Rirdoclor.  V»»i(ioki.Ulte 

service  dur-  tember.  »  .  ‘  you've  got  it  again.” 


Directions  to  YOUR  Baptist  Book  Store 


Take  1-20  to 
Ellis  Avenue, 
Exit  North  to 
Westland 
Plaza  (Ellis/ 
Robinson). 


Baptist  Book 
Store 

Westland  Plaza 
965  Ellis  Avenue 
Jackson,  MS 
39209 

(60'1 1-354-341 7 


Bible  Society  support  ing  for  a  Southern  Baptist  Minister  to  vention?’’ in  the  Aug.  16  issue.  I  read 

M  y ^  Editor:  begin  its  23rd  year  of  Christian  ser-  it  from  the  pulpit  to  our  people  last 

with  heartfelt  gratitude  for  your  vice.  Biographical  data  or  recom-  Sunday  evening. 

^  denomination’s  support,  I  am  endos-  mendations  are  invited  to:  Mr.  Kent  I  came  home  for  a  revival  last  week 

ing  a  copy  of  the  record  of  gifts  to  the  Gibbs,  P.O.  Box  311,  APO  New  York  with  a  “Missionary  Baptirt”  church. 

American  Bible  Society  from  all  09403.  It  is  “out  of  fellowship”’ with  the  mis- 

f  fiTn  ^nrO  twiniiarnf  tno  r*nt  churches  in  the  United  states  during  We  certainly  appreciate  your  as-  sionary  association  because  I  have 

lA  l/t I'fl't?  CLf'l'  1983,  including  yours.  sistance  in  our  seardi.  In  the  event  been  the  evangelist  there  for,  now. 

It  was  encouraging  to  us  to  find  that  you  are  queried  on  this  announce-  four  years,  having  been  invited  by 

Summer  has  slipped  away  and  all  piled  into  that  car,  about  three  in  gifts  from  many  churches  were  ment,  the  following  additional  infor-  the  church  unanimously  each  year, 

school  time  is  back.  So  soon.  Once  the  front  seat  and  four  or  five  in  the  somewhat  larger  than  in  1962,  and  I  mation  may  be  beneficial.  The  Lord  gave  me  more  than  lOOeach 

upon  a  time,  when  I  was  a  senior  in  back.  The  driver  peered  into  the  rain,  want  you  to  know  that  this  enabled  Grace  has  an  average  Sunday  morning  and  over  200  each  evening  to 

high  school  at  LaFayette,  Ala.,  my  and  made  a  U-Tum,  straight  into  a  us,  in  your  name,  to  reach  out  with  morning  attendance  of  140  with  a  full  preach  to  out  of  whom  he  saved  23. 

classmates  and  I  went  on  a  picnic  to  telephone  pole  dcross  the  street  from  the  Word  to  new  lands  and  languages,  program  of  Sunday  School,  Qiurch  It  seems  now  that  the  church,  hav- 

Lake  Chewacla  near  Auburn.  Eight  thesdiool.  During  1983,  more  than  497  milUon  Training,  Music,  WMU,  Acteens,  ing  lost  so  many  members  to 

or  ten  of  us  crossed  the  lake  in  row-  Louise  T.  got  her  front  teeth  copies  of  God’s  Word  were  distri-  RA’s,  and  Youth.  Our  membership  is  neighboring  Southern  Baptist 
boats.  Then  on  the  other  side  some  knocked  out  on  the  dashboard.  A  buted  to  men,  women,  and  children  obviously  Southern  Baptist  though  Churches  as  well  as  the  declining 

daredevil— I’ve  forgotten  who—  couple  of  others  got  minor  cuts  when  throughout  the  world  longing  to  read  we  do  accept  in  watch  care  any  Chris-  i^iysical  condition  of  the  near  70- 

decided  to  walk  across  the  top  of  a  the  windshield  broke.  We  in  the  back  the  Scriptures  for  themselves  in  their  tian  regardless  of  denomination,  year-old  pastor,  will  have  a  difficult 

narrow  dam  at  the  entrance  to  a  seat  were  not  hurt— only  shaken  up  own  languages.  The  total  of  just  over  Though  Grace  is  22  years  old,  the  time  continuing.  However,  they  have 

ravine.  All  the  others  of  us  followed  emotionally.  We  trooped  into  a  house  $2  million  given  to  the  American  transient  nature  of  the  military  almost  completed  near  a  $100,000 

the  leader.  I  was  last.  When  I  hesi-  down  the  street,  where  one  of  the  Bible  Society  by  churches  in  the  Un-  causes  a  turnover  of  20-30  percent  of  new  building, 

tated,  the  catcalls  began,  so  I  had  to  girls  had  a  friend  or  relative.  Then  all  ited  States  last  year  represented  9.3  the  congregation  each  year;  thus.  My  work  with  them  last  week 

cross  to  prove  I  could  if  they  could.  ^  us  except  Jo  Nell  got  back  in  the  percent  of  our  expenditures  for  our  existence  as  well  as  our  steady  caused  me  to  appreciate  and  thank 

Water  flowed  ankle-deep  over  the  car.  She  said,  “Noway.”  Instead  she  Scripture  translation  and  distribu-  growth  attest  to  the  zeal  and  concern  the  Good  Lord  more  for  our  organism 

top  of  the  foot-wide  ledge  where  I  would  spend  the  night  at  that  house  ticHi  in  more  than  180  countries  and  that  our  members  have  for  those  «dK>  as  Southern  Baptists.  I  rejoice  in  the 

walked.  If  I  fell  to  the  right.  I’d  fall  15  where  we  were.  territories.  live  and  work  around  them, 

or  20  feet,  onto  jagged  rocks.  If  I  fell  Mr.  —  looked  through  the  hole  in  Although  support  from  the  Kent  Gibbs,  chairman 

to  the  left.  I’d  fall  in  the  lake.  I  could  the  windshield,  rain  still  falling,  and  churches  show^  a  welcome  in-  Pastor  Search  Committee 

swim,  but  I  wasn’t  too  confident  I  drove.  It  must  have  been  nerve  crease,  the  need  for  Scriptures  in-  Grace  Baptist  Church 

could  swim  with  all  my  clothes  on  ex-  wracking  for  him,  but  he  got  us  safely  creased  even  more.  As  an  example,  Heidelberg,  West  Germany 
cept  my  shoes.  home.  We  had  put  our  trust  in  him.  in  just  five  Third  World  countries. 

Our  teacher,  horrified,  watched  For  some  of  us  it  turned  out  all  right,  there  is  a  reported  yeariy  increase  of 

from  the  pavilion  on  the  other  side  of  One  arrived  home  with  no  front  teeth,  nearly  five  millioa  new  Christians!  p.  .  *  w  u* 

the  lake.  When  we  got  back  within  the  It  does  not  always  pay  to  trust  in  We  rejoice  in  this  remarkable  church  voice  in  Wasmn^ 

sound  of  her  voice,  she  let  us  have  others.  growth  in  the  world’s  deprived  areas, 

it— and  especially  me.  “I’m  disap-  Lanny  Wilbourn,  pastor  at  but  we  are  deeply  concerned  about  i  was  a  member  of  Congress  ft 

pointed  in  you,  Anne.  I  thought  you  Pinelake  Church,  sp^e  in  Baptist  the  need  for  continuing  Christian  j ^ 

would  use  better  judgment! ’’And  she  Building  chapel  one  day  and  gave  nurture  among  these  millions  of  new  ^  Baptists  to  defeat  t 

was  right.  I  should  have  known  better  this  illustration.  He  saw  a  little  believers,  nurture  of  which  largely  (.gUg^j  prayer  amendment  Sucl 

than  to  trust  my  own  footing,  Toyota--andabtgdog,aGreatDane,  depends  on  Bible  reading  and  study,  amendment  would  have  put  the  I 

foolishly  and  unnecessarily.  (I  did  running  around  and  around  it.  Un-  We  pray  that  you  and  your  congrega-  Amendment  in  jeopardy 

happen  to  get  across  safe  that  day.  demeath  the  car  sat  a  cat,  switching  tions  will  continue  to  remember  in  hackuround  has  includ^  m^ 

I’m  not  so  surefooted  now.  Only  a  its  tail,  thinking  “I  am  safe.  You  your  prayers  and  with  your  suf^rt  r<»rmnn  <:niithorn 

couple  of  weeks  ago  I  fell  over  back-  can’t  get  me.”  all  those  who  wait  for  their  own  vo^emBaotist  churches- and 

ward,  walking  across  a  rain-slick  Wilbourn  said,  “We  are  like  that  in  copies  of  the  revealed  Word  of  God.  ^  membCT  of  the  Calvanr  Ba 

bri^patio.)  our  lives,  thinking, -I  ^s^e.  I  have  ^ice  E  ^  Church  in  Washington,  D.C. 

^en  I  was  at  Ridge  Grove  Juni^  a  bank  acc^t,  or  good  health,’  or  ,  filiated  with  both  Anferican  Bap 

High,anex<^KmtotheVa^^30  whatever  it  is  we  rust  in-‘I  am  So^eni  Baptists’ c^butionscrf  and  the  Southern  BaptUtConven 

miles  away,  for  a  ball  game  ended  in  safe.’  But  sooner  or  later,  somebody  1324477  in  1963  were  the  largest  of  j  ^  social  note  a 

an  accident.  Our  girls  were  playing  a  is  going  to  move  that  car— and  the  cat  any  contributors  for  the  year  bat  pent  develonments*^ 
basketball  game— (with  Shawmut,  I  will  have  to  run  again,  in  fear.”  were  $235  less  than  the  SBC  contrlbu-  *11  Am^irans  owp  a 

think  it  was).  For  transportation,  the  If  we  place  our  faith  in  anything  tions  for  1982.— Editor  n* 

grandfather  of  one  of  our  players  elseotherthan  Jesus,  there  is  no  true 
droveus  in  his  car.  I  was  the  substi-  safety.  From  this  world’s  troubles 
tute,  but  I  did  get  to  play  a  few  mi-  and  vices,  and  for  the  life 
nutes.  I  can’t  even  remember  if  our  everlasting— there  is  no  safety,  ex¬ 
team  won  or  lost,  but  I  do  remember  cept  in  him.  We  can’t  trust  in  ourse- 
what  happened  afterward.  Rain  was  Ives  for  safety.  We  can’t  trust  in 
pouring  down  in  torrents  and  of  others  to  keep  us  safe.  Or  in  things, 
course  visibility  was  very  poor.  We  Only  in  him. 


CHURCH  PEW  CUSHIONS; 
Manufactured  in  our  plant.  For 
free  estimate  contact  —  Emmons 
Brothers,  P.  O.  Box  188,  Meridian, 
Miss.  39381.  Slaco  18f*>  Phpne 
(881)  893-4451.*  ' 


Bivocational  meets 
set  for  September 


COMPUTER  SERVICES  and 
Software  contribution  records, 
bookkeeping,  and  membership  in¬ 
formation.  Call  (601)  798-9212  be¬ 
tween  1-4  p.m.  Blair  Computer 
Service,  Box  1142,  Picayune,  MS 
39486. 


MISSISSIPPI  CHILDREN ’,i 
HOME  SOOETY  is  looking  for 
parent/teacher  couple  to  live  in 
with  eight  troubled  teen-aged 
girls  in  behavioral  treatment 
program.  Salary  range  $28,000  to 
$25,000  nlus  room  and  board, 
DOE.  College  degree  and  experi¬ 
ence  with  teens  preferred.  Send 
resume  to  Aletha  Burke,  P.  O.  Box 
1078,  Jackson  38205. 


Two  regional  conferences  for  bivo-  dinner  reservations.  A  week’s  notice  Sept.  4  -  Shirley  Davenport,  MC,  an  Ranti^t  ^man  i  r*. 
cational  ministers  are  scheduled  for  would  be  appreciated,  he  said.  Argentina  *1,-  ininf 

September.  These  conferences.  The  two  conferences  will  have  two  Sept.  13  -  Susan  Ballard,  WiUiam  JL-.  ® 

which  are  designed  for  ministers  who  sessions  with  the  first  one  beginning  Carey,  Paraguay  toric  ***  ”  *”^  "**^ 

hold  additional  secular  jobs  and  for  at  6  p.m.  on  Friday  with  a  com-  Sept.  15-Migual  A.  Gonzalez,  Jr.,  nresidi*nt 

aU  directors  of  missions,  will  take  plimentary  meal.  The  two-sessions  Gulf  Coast  Junior  CoUege,  Miss. 

plaM  to  Holmes  and  Tishomingo  As-  conferences  will  resume  on  Saturday  Sept.  29  —  Terrell  Stella,  MC,  ^Rwaiaies  i^piioi  Historical 

sociations.  morning  with  breakfast  at  8  a.m.  Korea  Wnehinotnn  n  r 

Hollis  Bryant  is  coordinator  of  the  Both  Holmes  sessions  will  be  at  wasningion,  u.i.... 

meetings  and  consultant  for  the  Beulah  Church,  Lexington,  on  Sept. 

Cooperative  Missions  Department  of  14  and  15.  Jerald  Welch  will  be  in  Tishomingo,  38873;  and  the  phone 

the  Mississippi  Baptist  (Convention  charge.  The  address  is  P.O.  Box  671,  number  is  438-7546.  What  is  a  convention 

Board.  Greenwood,  MS  38930,  and  the  phone  It  is  estimated  that  approximately  Eklitor: 

Bryant  requested  that  those  bivo-  number  is  453-9406.  one-fourth  of  all  Mississippi  Baptist  Space  to  the  Baptist  Record  should 

caticMial  ministers  and  directors  of  The  Tishomingo  sessions  will  be  at  Convention-related  ministers  are  be  used  by  more  capable  con- 
missions  who  plan  to  attend,  contact  Bethlehem  (Church,  Tishomingo,  on  bivocational  and  that  some  associa-  tributors  than  myself;  however,  I 


CONDOMINIUMS  in  Keystone 
and  Breckenridge,  Colorado  FOR 
RENT.  Exceptional  rates  for 
groups  and  families.  Great 
Christmas  rates.  CaU  1-584-357- 
1491;  1-584-774-1417;  Mountain 
Top  Ministries,  3888  Tecumseh 
St.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  78805. 


In  Buenos  Aires 


is  ■ 


I 


Youth  conference 
finds  meaning 


friendships,  the  shared  joys  and  sor-  Bible  Studies:  The  heart  of 
rows,  the  renewed  commitments,  the  c^erence  was  toe  11  rommumfy 
sacrifices  accepted.  studies  held  each  morniiif . 

Each  young  person  would  have  a  delegate  became  part  ^  a 

different  story  to  tell.  Let  me  give  a  community  where  study  leaders 
panaroma  of  the  highlights  a^  im-  around  the  world  discussed  toe  Pive  thousand  Brazilian  Baptists  marched  through  downtown  Rio  da  Janeiro  in  August  to  celebrate  the  100th  anniver- 

^ssioBS  in  staccato  toshion  and  ®*blical  basis  of  the  conference  sary  of  the  founding  of  First  Baptist  Church  there.  William  and  Anne  Bagby,  Southern  Baptists’ first  missionaries  to  Brazil 
hope  that  those  who  attended  from  ***«“»«•  Each  community  then  di-  helped  found  the  church  in  1884.  The  second  oldest  Baptist  church  in  Brazil,  it  has  been  led  by  only  throe  pastors— Bagby: 
e^  country  will  fill  in  the  snaces'  *  “family”  of  10  persons.  Brazilian  F.  F.  Soren;  and  his  son,  Joao  Soron,  the  current  pastor.  (FMB  photo  by  Mike  Chute) 

1)  A  Third  World  CooferenM:  For  «  very  personal  level,  young 

the  first  time  a  World  Baptist  Youth 

Conference  was  not  dominated  by  and  North  could  sh^  their  deepest 
European  and  North  American  dele-  feel^s  about  tte  Bible  p^^,  as 
gates.  Most  of  those  attending  were  '»®“  “  "®w  friendships, 

from  Utin  America,  mto  a  good  rep-  7)  Afternoon  Gnaqis:  A  new  fea- 
resentation  from  Africa  and  Asia.  A  ture  of  this  youth  conference, 
result  was  that  the  Gospel’s  suggested  by  Latin  American  and 
evangelistic  and  social  dimensions  Eluropean  participants,  was  group 
were  held  together  in  a  wholistic  and  discussion  of  the  serious  questions 
Biblical  way.  confronting  Christians  in  today’s 


Centennial  march 


Recruiting  under  way 
for  evangelism  teams 


’.  .  .  Evangelism”  gave  the  Recruitment  continues  to  be  under  These  are  as  follows:  such  work  as  building  shelves  in  a 

1  opportunity  to  express  their  way  for  revival  teams  to  go  to  Argen-  Workers  lor  a  missionary  kids’  mobile  bookstore  (a  truck),  build 
nsibility  in  society.  lifui  and  Uruguay  in  1965  as  a  part  of  program.  This  would  be  in  Argentina  shelves  in  an  audio  visuals  center, 

•  the  partnership  arrangement  with  from  Dec.  28,  1964,  to  Jan.  5,  1965.  build  platform  for  meeting  space  at 

Plenary  Sessions:  The  confer-  those  two  countries.  The  revival  ef-  This  is  summertime  in  Argentina,  toe  Baptist  center,  build  a  simple 
participants  met  together  in  forts  in  the  two  countries  will  provide  Six  to  eight  people  are  needed  to  lead  pulpit  for  the  meeting  space,  install 
ry  sessions  only  in  toe  evenings,  a  climax  for  the  partnership  between  in  Bible  study,  music  activities,  wo^en  cornices  above  windows  for 
tive  atmosphere  prevailed  —  Mississippi  Baptists  and  the  Baptists  handwork,  and  recreation.  Usually  a  curtains  in  toe  Baptist  center,  and 
the  schedule  was  abandoned  (rf  the  Rio  de  la  Plata  area,  according  special  music  {U'ogram  is  prepared  build  tables  with  dismountable  legs 
le  evening  became  a  “happen-  to  pon  Mines,  Mississippi  coor-  coring  this  time  to  be  presented  to  toe  for  use  at  toe  Baptist  center  and  at 

Delegates  from  every  continent  dinator  for  the  partnership.  entire  mission  family.  It  is  during  book  fairs  and  for  other  activities. 

>  a  presentation  about  their  Mines  is  spending  his  furlough  year  mission  week.  ^ 

choirs  sang,  and  a  clown  group  gg  the  Mississippi  coordinator.  He  is  ^ 


A  team  of  puppet  specialists  for  I  ^|T|0|* 
a  missionary  to  Argentina.  Argentina.  This  is  a  request  to  help 

The  Rio  de  la  Plata  is  used  to  de-  the  Christian  Education  Department  1  •  • 

scribe  the  countries  of  Argentina,  of  the  Argentine  Baptist  Convention  nave  missions 
Uruguay,  and  Paraguay.  The  Rio  de  (the  national  group)  update  its  pup-  .  ^ 

la  Plata  (river  of  sUver)  somewhat  pet  ministry.  ’The  team  would  teach  JVlontana 

ties  the  three  nations  together.  Bet-  techniques  for  making  and  using  '*'1^ 

ween  Uruguay  and  Argentina  it  puppets  as  well  as  preparing  puppet  A  team  of  50  people  from  Lamar 
empties  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  in  a'  dialogs.  It  would  be  helpful  if  the  (Dounty  has  returned  from  a  mission 
bro^  estuary  much  like  a  bay.  team  could  bring  puppets  that  could  trip  to  Montana.  The  team  ranged  in 
Mines  said  it  is  hoped  that  Missis-  be  donated.  ages  from  one  of  7,  who  served  as 

sippi  can  provide  75  teams  qf  at  least  .  A  microfilmer  for  Argentina.  This  kitchen  help,  to  one  of  almobt^,  who 
three  persons  each  for  the  would  be  a  person  or  persons  to  mic-  served  as  a  ccmstruction  worker, 
evangelism  efforts.  The  teams  would  rofilm  historical  materials  for  the  In-  The  team  engaged  in  construction 
be  made  up  of  a  preacher,  a  singer,  ternational  Baptist  Theological  work,  backyard  Bible  studies,  door- 
and  a  layman.  Wives  are  welcomed  Seminary  in  Buenos  Aires  and  to  to-door  solicitors,  evangelists,  pup- 
aswell,hesaid.  Sixty  of  the  teams,  or  train  others  in  the  use  of  the  mic-  peteers,  musicians,  and  family  life 
180  people,  would  go  to  Argentina  for  rofilmer  and  reader.  The  seminary  instructors  in  addition  to  supportive 
three  different  campaigns.  Fifteen  has  a  reader  but  hopes  that  the  volun-  efforts  and  cooking.  Approximately 
teams,  or  45  people,  would  go  to  teers  could  bring  microfilming  $22,500  was  contributed  by  Lamar 
Uruguay  for  one  campaign.  The  equipment  and  donate  it.  Association  and  the  churches  to  buy 

groups  would  go  to  Argentina  in  A  carpenter  for  Uruguay.  The  vol-  supplies  and  finance  the  ministry  ef- 
April,  May,  and  June;  and  the  one  unteer  would  stay  with  missionaries  forts  in  Montana,  according  to  toe  di¬ 
group  would  go  to  Uruguay  in  April,  in  Montevideo.  He  would  perform  rector  of  missions,  Doug  Benedict. 


Introducing  “Journeys  Through  Faith” 
Perionned  by  Mrs.  Carol  (Sterling)  Bellgrau 

A  eompitl*  wefshlf  nnrtct  Imrolvliii  m4«  icriptart, 
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fear  graaifaUiar.  Prariaaaly  tarviaf  a  loar  stats  araa,  is 
aew  sipaailaf  to  s  aattsaal  aiMstiy. 

Fsr  aiars  ManasUoa  wrUs  — 
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missionary  service  July  31.  They  to  Brazil,  marriea  uavia  LiOuis 
served  in  Gaza  and  Israel  where  he  Johnston  on  Aug.  10  in  Brazil.  Her 
was  a  physiotherapist  and  she  was  a  parents  may  be  addressed  at  Caixa 
church  and  home  worker.  He  is  a  na*  Postal  121,  58100  Campina  Grande 
tive  of  Sycamore,  Ga.  The  former  BP,  Brazil.  He  was  bom  in  Dallas. 
Patricia  Ard  of  Mississippi,  she  was  The  former  Freda  Porter,  she  was 
bom  in  Pontotoc  and  grew  up  near  bom  in  Meridian,  Miss.,  and  lived 
Marks.  They  may  be  addressed  at  Rt.  there  and  in  Longview,  Texas,  while 
1,  Box  102,  Sycamore,  Ga.  31790.  growing  up.  They  were  appointed  by 

the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1957. 

Wendell  K.  Beal,  father  of  Richard  Mary  is  a  graduate  of  Mississippi 

M.  Beal,  missionary  to  Venezuela,  College, 
died  Aug.  9  in  Pensacola,  Fla.  Mis¬ 
sionary  Beal  was  bom  in  Pensacola 
and  ateo  lived  in  Panama  City,  Fla. 

His  wife,  the  former  Martha  Lyle, 
was  bom  in  Laurel,  Miss.,  and  lived 
in  Natchez,  Miss.  Appointed  by  the 
Foreign  Missicm  Bo^  in  1978,  they 
may  be  addressed  by  Apartado  159, 

Maracay  2101A,  Venezuela). 


It  was  some  time  before  the  dawn  of  a  day.s 
A  vivacious  moon  was  setting  in  the  west 
As  big  as  a  sun  and  nearly  as  bright. 

I  gloried  to  catch  the  sudden  spendor, 
and  I  paused  then  in  my  troubled  quest 
to  ponder  a  question  that  God  knows  best. 
Why  is  life  so  full  of  death? 


Tony  and  Karen  Gray  with  Hannah 


Long  Beach 
commissions 


Dann  Stampley,  missionary  to 
Ghana,  is  in  the  States  for  furlough 
(address:  c/o  Mrs.  Hubert 
Armstrong,  3030  Oak  Forest  Dr., 
Jackson,  Miss.  39204).  A  native  of 
Bentonia,  Miss.,  she  was  appointed 
by  the  Foreign  Mission  Board  in  1961. 


missionaries 


Id,  would  not  be  able  Tony  and  Karen  Gray,  former  mis- 

it  Jesus  his  Son  sionary  journeymen  to  Brazil,  has 

eath  and  sin.  been  commissioned  as  career  mis- 

‘  to  let  the  moon  come  in,  sionaries  by^  First  Church,  Long 
h  is  so  full  of  life.  Beach.  They  are  expecting  to  be  ap¬ 

pointed  as  career  missionaries  by  the 
Violet  Tackett,  McComb  Foreign  Mission  Board  this  month. 

The  Grays  have  been  serving  on 
the  staff  of  First  Church,  Long 
Beach,  since  returning  from  Brazil 
following  their  journeyman  service. 
They  expect  to  return  to  Brazil  and 
serve  in  a  music  ministry  in  Vitoria. 

During  the  past  year  the  couple  has 
lived  in  missionary  residence  of  First 
Church,  and  Gray  has  served  as 
minister  of  youth. 

During  recent  months  there  have 
been  six  members  of  First  Church 
who  have  committed  themselves  to 
missions  careers.  They  have  been  the 
Grays,  the  mission  pastor  and  his 
wife,  the  church  pianist,  and  another 
member. 

David  W.  Spencer  is  pastor  of  First 
Church,  Long  Beach. 


Jerry,  Joyce  Spires 
arrive  early 


Walk  with  me.  Lord 


nome  wins  Jerry  and  Joyce  Spires,  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  Malawi  are  in  Jackson  on 
TT^  O  •  -  furlough  and  staying  in  the  missio- 

Snil  nary  residence  at  Van  Winkle  (^urch 

in  Jackson,  4240  Carter  Circle.  Ear- 
By  A1  Shackleford  I'er  it  had  been  reported  by  the 

Foreign  Mission  Board  that  the  fam- 
COOKEVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP)— The  ily  would  be  housed  in  the  McDowell 
Tennessee  Baptist  Children’s  Home  Road  missionary  residence,  but  it 
has  won  its  civil  lawsuit  against  the  was  not  available. 

Internal  Revenue  Service,  following  Mrs.  Spires  is  a  native  of  Morton, 
a  three-day  trial  in  federal  district  Spires  is  a  native  of  Arkansas  but  had 
court.  spent  almost  20  years  in  Mississippi 

The  six-member  jury  decided  the  before  being  appointed  is  a  missio- 
children’s  home  is  not  a  “church,”  nary.  At  the  time  of  his  appointment 
but  determined  that  its  “principal  he  was  teaching  at  the  Jackson 
activity  is  exclusively  religious,”  County  campUs  of  Gulf  Coast  Junior 
and  therefore  does  not  have  to  file  (Allege.  Now  he  is  business  manager 
Information  Return  Form  990  as  re-  and  treasurer  of  the  mission  in 
quired  by  the  IRS.  Malawi. 

The  basic  issue  of  the  lawsuit.  Due  to  a  medical  emergency,  the 
which  has  attracted  national  atten-  Spires 'had  to  begin  their  furlough 
tion,  is  whether  IRS  has  the  power  to  ahead  of  schedule  but  plan  to  take 
decide  If  a  church-related  organize-  their  full  furlough  time,  which  means 
tion  is  not  “exclusively  religious”  they  will  be  off  salary  for  a  period, 
and  therefore  must  report  its  finan-  They  are  available  for  speaking  en- 
cial  arrangement  to  IRS.  gagements  in  churches. 

In  1977,  IRS  instructed  TBCH  to  file 


When  days  are  dark  and  dreary, 
And  I  feel  so  alone. 

It’s  hard  to  dind  my  way.  Lord, 
As  I  stumble  o’er  the  stones. 


There  are  times  when  disappoint¬ 
ment 

In  those  I  hold  so  dear. 

Causes  my  faith  to  falter. 

And  I  feel  that  no  one  cares. 


You’re  closer  than  a  brother. 
With  love  to  comfort  me. 

It’s  you  who  lights  my  pathway. 
And  makes  the  darkness  flee. 


It’s  then,  in  desperation, 

I  cry  above  the  storm ; 

“Lord,  put  your  arms  around  me 
Give  me  strength  to  carry  on.” 


Lord,  please  walk  close  beside  me. 
For  I  cannot  walk  alone. 

Lord,  guide  my  faltering  footsteps 
Keep  me  safe  ’til  I  reach  home. 


When  earthly  friends  forsake  me 
And  the  nights  are  sad  and  long. 


■Yvonne  Gressett 
Jackson 


Taiwan  limits  number 
of  missionaries' 


BAPTISTRIES 


TAIPEL,  Taiwan  (BP)— The  gov-  in  Taipei  recently  had  to  certify  that  fices  are  located  in  wereassessed.Afterexhaustingad- 

emment  of  Taiwan  has  set  a  limit  on  a  journeyman  and  three  long-term  Ark.,  ministrative  remedies,  TBCH  filed 

the  number  of  foreign  missionaries  volunteers  had  left  Taiwan  before  ^  associa-  suit  against  IRS  FdJ.  15,  1983.  The 

who  can  enter  the  country.  entry  visas  could  be  granted  to  two  -^^■tion  includes  44  suit  sought  exemption  from  the  Form 

The  limit,  which  government  offi-  missionary  couples  returning  from  Atchison  churches  in  990  requirement,  refund  of  penalties 

cials  call  temporary,  freezes  the  the  United  States.  Boiwie,  Carroll,  Newton,  and  Searcy  and  interest  paid,  reimburement  for 

number  of  missionaries  any  group  On  the  plus  side,  career  mis-  counties.  court  costs,  and  “other  general  and 

can  send  to  Taiwan  at  April  1*4  sionaries  can  replace  departing  He  will  assume  his  new  position  on  equitable  relief.” 
levels.  For  Southern  Baptists  the  long-term  volunteers  or  journeymen.  Oct.  1.  Following  the  jury  decision,  L. 

ceiling  is  108— the  number  of  South-  And  when  a  missionary  goes  home  on  Atchison  is  a  graduate  of  East  ciure  Morton,  judge  of  the  United 

ern  Baptist  missionaries,  jour-  furlough,  a  new  or  returning  missio-  Texas  Baptist  University  and  New  states  District  Court  for  Middle  Ten- 
neymen,  and  volunteers  living  in  nary  can  fill  his  “slot.”  As  long  as  Orleans  Seminary.  He  has  a  doctor  of  nessee,  instructed  the  IRS  to  refund 
Taiwan  on  resident  visas  at  that  Southern  Baptists'  total  personnel  niinistry  degree  from  Luther  Rice  penalties  and  interest  of  $29,665.12  to 
time.  count  doesn’t  exceed  108,  it  can  be  Seminary.  the  children’s  home.  He  also  in- 

The  government  also  is  imposing  adjusted  for  arrivals  and  departures.  ^or  the  past  11  years,  Mre.  Atchi-  structed  the  IRS  to  pay  court  costs, 

r^uirements  and  delays  on  mis-  l^uthem  Baptist  personnel  work-  so*'  served  as  associational  sec-  Morton  asked  TBCH  attorneys  to 
sionaries  seeking  entry  visas,  ac-  ing  at  Morrison  Academy,  a  Baptist  retary.  ^  submit  an  affidavit  of  their  fees.  He 

cording  to  several  mission  groups,  school  in  Taichung,  won’t  be  included  During  Atchison’s  tenure  the  two  igtgr  whether  the  IRS 

Officials  have  given  no  explanation  in  the  total.  Also  exempt  from  the  associations  combined  to  purchase  a  must  pay  the  cost, 
for  the  new  rules.  Some  observers  count  are  short-term  volunteers,  four-acre  tract  of  land  on  whi^  has  Another  part  of  the  lawsuit  asked 
speculate  the  government  became  partnership  mission  groups,  and  been  built  an  associatioiwl  family  life  “that  all  statutes  or  regulations 
alarmed  at  the  number  of  young  others  who  enter  Taiwan  for  short  center.  The  property  is  valued  at  ^tuch  may  require  TBCH  to  file  In¬ 
people  brought  into  Taiwan  by  the  periods  with  tourist  visas.  $500,000.  formation  Return  Form  990  be  de- 

Mormon  Church.  “We  hope  it’s  a  temporary  thing,”  -  dared  unconstitutional  or  otherwise 

The  personnel  limit  also  applies  to  said  George  Hays,  the  Southern  Bap-  Consdence  warns  us  as  a  friend  be-  invalid,”  was  ruled  a  legal  matter, 
missionaries  at  home  on  furlough,  tist  Foreign  Mission  Board’s  director  fore  it  punishes  us  as  a  judge.—  Morton  will  issue  a  memorandum  on 
The  Southern  Baptist  mission  office  for  East  Asia.  Stanislaus  the  subject  at  a  later  date. 
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Gus  Verdery  dies  Siberians  in  U.S. 


RICHMOND,  Va.  (BP)— E.  Augus¬ 
tus  “Gus”  Verdery,  61,  first-term 
missionary  professor  at  the  Baptist 
Theologic^  Seminary  in  Ruschlikon, 
Switzerland,  died  Aug.  17  in  Zurich. 
Doctors  diagnosed  his  illness  as 
periarteritis  nodosa,  an  inflammat¬ 
ory  disease  of  the  blood  vessels. 

Before  he  and  his  wife,  Eleanor, 
were  appointed  missionary  as¬ 
sociates  in  December  1962,  Verdery 
logged  30  years  as  director  of  the  de¬ 
partment  of  pastoral  services  at 
Georgia  Baptist  Medical  Center  in 
Atlanta. 


Abortion  rate  drops  Moores  honored 


NEW  YORK  (EP)— Abortions  in 
the  U.S.  which  have  been  spiraling 
upward  since  the  Supreme  Court 
legalized  them  in  1973  dropped 
slightly  during  1962  according  to  a  na¬ 
tional  survey  which  was  just  re¬ 
leased. 

According  to  the  survey  of  hospi¬ 
tals,  clinics  and  doctors’  offices  the 
study  showed  that  abortions  per  1,000 
women  between  the  ages  of  15  to  44 
dropped  from  29.3  in  1961  to  28.8  in 
1982.  The  actual  number  of  abortions 
declined  from  1,577,300  to  1,573,900. 


Baptist  leader  dies  in  Prague 


PRAGUE  (BP)— Stanislav  Szec, 
executive  secretary  of  the  Baptist 
Union  in  Czechoslovakia,  died  of  a 
heart  attack,  Aug.  23,  while  vacation¬ 
ing  outside  of  Prague. 

Szec,  58,  was  formerly  the  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  of  the  European  Bap¬ 
tist  Federation  and  was  recently 
nominated  to  a  five  year  term  ( 1965- 
90)  as  a  vice-president  of  the  Baptist 
World  Alliance. 


Three  charged  with  manslaughter 

SANTA  MONICA,  Calif.  (EP)  —  Three  Christian  Scientists  face 
manslaughter  charges  because  they  chose  to  pray  for  the  recovery  of  a 
critically  ill  baby  rather  than  seek  medical  help,  police  said.  The  16- 
mpiUh-old  boy  died,  .-t  ;  .  '  ;  ' 


Hayride  accident  brings 
$3.5  million  settlement 


DALLAS,  TEXAS  (EP)  —  The 
Peter  Chmykhalov  family  who  were 
part  of  the  “Siberian  Seven”  Pen- 
tecostals  and  spent  five  years  in  the 
basement  of  the  U.S.  Embassy  in 
Moscow  have  now  made  their  home 
in  the  suburban  Dallas  area.  EHiring 
the  past  year  they  lived  on  the  cam¬ 
pus  of  (Christ  For  the  Nations  Insti¬ 
tute  while  learning  English  and 
American  customs.  Their  son, 
Timothy,  now  travels  in  the  U.S.  and 
abroad  sharing  the  needs  of  Russian 
Christians. 


BATAAN,  Philippines — Just  be¬ 
fore  leaving  the  Philippines  for  the 
last  time  as  Southern  Baptist  mis¬ 
sionaries,  Dono  and  Betty  Moore  of 
California  were  honored  by  the  coun¬ 
try’s  government.  The  Moores  re¬ 
ceived  a  bronze  plaque  and  a  letter  of 
aiq}reciation  during  a  dinner  at  the 
executive  office  of  the  Philippine 
Housing  Authority  in  Manila.  “Your 
work  at  the  Philippine  Refugee  Pro¬ 
cessing  Center  has  spelled  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  lives  of  many  refugees,” 
wrote  G.  V.  Tobias,  the  authority’s 
administrator. 


The  past  spring  he  received  an 
honorary  doctorate  from 
Campbellsville  (Ky.)  College. 

He  is  survived  by  his  wife  and  five 
children.  A  daughter,  Stanislava,  (a 
Foreign  Mission  Board  scholarship 
recipient)  graduated  from  Stetson 
University,  Deland,  Fla.,  and  cur¬ 
rently  is  studying  at  Andover  Newton 
Thecdogical  ^ool  in  Newton  Centre, 
Mass. 


BOUVAR,Mo.  (BP)— A  $3.5 mill¬ 
ion  out-of-court  settlement  has  closed 
a  two-year-old  legal  action  against 
Southwest  Baptist  University  in 
Bolivar,  Mo. 

The  settlement,  covered  by  liabil¬ 
ity  insurance,  included  a  payment  of 
$3,415,000  by  Southwest  ^ptist  Uni¬ 
versity  and  $75,000  by  the  Missouri 
Baptist  Convention  executive  board. 
AIm  included  was  a  $10,000  payment 
by  SBU  professor  Robert  Miller,  who 
was  driving  a  tractor  for  a  student 
hayride  Oct.  8, 1962. 

John  Hardin,  MBC  business  ser¬ 
vices  associate,  said  documents 
signed  in  conjunction  with  the  set- 


Cothren  begins 
center  for 
counseling 

Paige  (Dothren,  a  native  of  Amite 
County,  Miss.,  has  resigned  his  posi¬ 
tion  as  family  minister  and  senior 
counselor  of  the 
counseling  center 
for  Broadway 
Church,  Memphis, 
to  establish  his 
own  counseling 
service  in  South- 


Devastating  floods  sweep  Brazil 


BRUSQUE,  Brazil  (BP)  —  Devas¬ 
tating  floods  have  swept  south  Brazil 
for  the  second  year  in  a  row,  driving 
more  than  160,000  people  in  three 
states  from  their  homes. 

It’s  just  like  a  bomb  blew  up,”  re¬ 
ported  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
Wendell  Blackwell  after  reaching  the 
city  of  Brusque  in  Santa  Catarina 
state.  Because  of  washed-out  bridges 
and  roads,  police  turned  away  mis¬ 
sionaries  from  two  other  cities, 
Blumenau  and  Itajai,  where  the 
Itajai-Acu  River  reportedly  rose  a 
record  52  feet  above  flood  stage. 

Blackwell  called  the  flooding 
“worse  than  last  year”  In  destruc¬ 
tion.  'The  July  1963  floods,  termed  the 
century’s  worst  in  the  region,  left 
more  than  250,000  people  homeless. 

Missionaries  and  Baptists  “really 


don’t  know  what  we  can  do  to  help” 
until  flood  waters  recede,  said 
Blackwell.  But  the  Southern  Baptist 
Foreign  Mission  Board  sent  an  initial 
$5,000  in  August  for  food  and  blankets 
for  the  homeless.  South  Brazil  is  in 
the  middle  of  winter. 

Meanwhile,  torrential  rains  have 
continued  to  soak  drought-parched 
northeast  Brazil.  Though  generally 
welcome  in  a  region  tortured  by 
drought  for  five  years,  the  rains  have 
caused  suffering  in  some  areas. 

Four  inches  of  rain  fell  on  the  city 
of  Recife  in  one  day,  leaving  12  people 
dead  and  more  than  I,(X)0  homeless. 
Streets  became  rivo^  as  inadequate 
drainage  systems  overflowed.  Mud 
and  garbage  covered  slum  areas, 
where  many  houses  are  below  street 
level. 

Some  fanners  have  watched  their 


tlement  released  the  executive  board 
from  any  liability  in  the  incident  and 
stipulated  the  settlement  was  not  an 
admission  of  liability  by  the  board. 

The  case  was  dismissed  from  the 
Jackson  County  circuit  court  follow¬ 
ing  the  settlement,  the  plaintiffs  in¬ 
cluded  former  SBU  student  Bentley 
Wright  and  his  parents,  Forrest  and 
Marjorie  Wright,  members  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Sedalia,  Mo. 

'The  suit  charged  that  “negligent 
acts”  during  the  hayride  result^  in 
Wright  becoming  “traumatized  and 
rendered  quadriplegic.” 

The  accident  reportedly  occured 
when  a  tractor  pulling  two  trailers 
slipped  off  the  road,  throwing  Wright 
and  two  other  students  off  the  first 
trailer  and  into  the  path  of  the  second 
trailer.  The  other  two  students  re¬ 
ceived  minor  injuries  and  sought  no 
legal  actions. 

Following  the  settlement,  the 
Wrights’  attorney,  James  Buckley  of 
Sedalia,  told  Word  and  Way,  the  state 
Baptist  newspaper,  that  Wright  is 
permanently  a  quadriplegic. 

SBU  President  Charles  Chaney 
said  the  university  was  primarily 
concerned  about  the  well-being  of  the 
Wright  family.  “I  feel  the  way  the 
settlement  turned  out  has  been  a  very 
fair  situation  as  far  as  the  Wrights 
and  Bentley  are  concerned,”  he 
explained.  “I  believe  Bentley  Wright 


will  be  adequately  cared  for  by  that 
kind  of  settlement.” 

MBC  Executive  Director  Rheubin 
South  noted  the  settlement  against 
the  university  and  against  the  execu¬ 
tive  board  were  both  higHer  than  he 
expected.  “There  is  a  real  sense  of 
relief  that  it  has  been  settled  but  this 
type  of  lawsuit  may  rise  to  haunt  all 
of  our  institutions  in  the  future  in  the 
way  they  never  have  in  the  past,”  he 
warned. 

Specifically,  South  said  this  action 
“dMs  not  settle  the  foggy  area  of  as¬ 
cending  liability,”  a  concern  for  the 
MBC  due  to  its  relationship  with 
numeous  Baptist  institutions  and 
agencies,  ‘“rhe  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  Executive  Committee  is 
seriously  looking  into  ascending  lia¬ 
bility,”  South  noted.  “And  of  course, 
in  light  of  this  action  and  other  poten¬ 
tial  actions,  we’re  looking  at  it  seri¬ 
ously,  too.” 

Ptma,  putpita,  bapUaMt, 
atalnad  glaaa,  carpat, 

.  ataapha.  chain, 
van  tOinklE  tatlaa.  HgMIng. 

(Cljurclj 
JurntRl^tngR  & 

Peui  HpljiiliitErjg 

Box  SOI,  Fulton,  M8.  SS843 
Phono  (601)  862-9S21  (Colloct) 


aven. 

Cothren  was 
all-state,  all- 
Cothren  South,  and  all- 
American  high  school  football  player 
at  Natchez  and  all-Southeastem  (Con¬ 
ference,  all-South,  and  all-American 
at  the  University  of  Mississippi. 

He  also  played  for  the  Los  Angeles 
Rams  and  the  Philadelphia  Eagles. 

(Cothren  made  a  profession  of  faith 
in  1971.  He  attend^  a  Bible  college 
and  was  graduated  from  seminary. 
His  wife,  Foy,  is  a  native  ot  Eupora. 
The-Cothrens  have  two  children  and 
three  grandchildren. 

His  new  business  address  is  1765 
Nottingham,  Southaven. . 


crops  wash  away  after  years  of  no 
rain.  Southern  Baptist  missionary 
Martha  Hairston  distributed  800 
pounds  of  seed  for  com  and  other 
vegetables  to  60  families  in  Pernam¬ 
buco  state.  In  other  rural  areas  the 
rain  continues  to  help  crop  produc¬ 
tion,  however.  Experts  hope  it  marks 
an  end  to  the  long  drought. 

Assemblies  of  God 
open  churches 

SPRINGFIELD,  MO.  (EP)- 
During  1963  the  Assemblies  of  God 
opened  343  new  churches  in  the  U.S. 
TTiis  brings  the  total  number  of  As¬ 
semblies  of  God  churches  to  10,366 
according  to  Garence  E.  Lambert, 
secretary  of  New  Church 
Evangelism. 


Baptist  Book  Store 

Jackson,  Mississippi 

All  Store  Fixtures  to  be 

Sold 

Wood  Fixtures — 

Metal  Shelving 
Wall  Fixtures— —Island  Racks 

Librarians,  Schools, 
Churches,  Individuals 

All  Welcome 

Cash  and  Carry 

9  a.m.  to  2  p.m. 
September  10 

125  N.  President 
354-3417 


CHURCH  STEEPLES 

^  •  BAPTISTRIES 
WALL  CROSSES 
6APT1STRV  WATER  HEATERS 


iSB  COLONIAL  CONTCmPOAAAv  AND 

in  mooEAN  designs 

IBS  EJECTION  WITH  CONIPIN* 

CAINES  INO  CAEWS  Itflulilf 

i^*'TE  OA  cm  fOA  colOA 

''‘MH  IITEAATUAE  AND  PAOPOSAlS 
In  TOLL  FAEI 

=  B  600  2ai  3152 
kV  in  seoacia  :ai 

|B  COLLECT 
V  ADA  993  99G0 

^ClASSTECH  PiAV 
^  AO  iOA  9»0 

aosmell  ca  300/; 


- Devotional - 

The  parable  of  the  mangos 


I  By  Hope  Starnes  | 

Luke  21:1-4— “He  looked  up  and  saw  the  rich  people  dropping  their  gifts 
into  the  chest  of  the  temple  treasury;  and  He  noticed  a  poor  widow  putting  in 
two  tiny  coins.  ‘I  tell  you  this,’  He  said ;  ‘this  poor  widow  has  given  more  than 
||||||||^^H^H||any  of  them;  for  those  o^ers  who  have  given  had  more 
^^^^^^^^Ithan  enough,  but  she,  with  less  than  enough,  has  given  all 
had  to  live 

This  past  summer  I  spent  working  with  the  River  Minis- 
gl^Htry  of  the  Texas  Southern  Baptists  on  the  Texas/Mexico 
jHE  j|^,^^^lborder.  The  other  nine  missionaries  and  I  taught  15  Bible 
Schools  throughout  our  10  weeks,  spending  some  time 
teaching  five  of  them  in  Tomazunchale,  a  city  500  miles 
^  ^j^^^Hdown  into  Mexico.  It  was  here  that  I  learned  many  valu¬ 


able  lessons 


Miss  Starnes  was  overwhelmed  by  the  warm,  of  these 

beautiful,  Hispanic  people  as  they  continuously  gave  and  gave  and  gave  us 
Many  the  mothers  mangos  to  school 

“para  las  maestras”  (for  the  teachers)  that  might  have  been  used  to  feed 

their  family  that  night.  Those  mangos  were  more  or  less  worthless  to  us—  THE  ADULT  ENSEMBLE  OF  WEST  HEIGHTS,  PONTOTOC,  presented  the  musical  "Old-Time  Religion"  at  their  church  on 

equivalent  to  an  apple  or  orange— but  possibly  their  next  meal  and  therefore  Aug.  12  and  two  other  churches  in  Pontotoc  County.  On  Aug.  19  the  group  sang  at  Graceland  Nursing  Home.  The  music 
priceless  to  them.  These  people  who  don’t  have  anything,  who  barely  find  director  is  James  Francis  and  James  Spencer  is  pastor, 
enough  to  eat,  who  scarcely  eke  out  an  existence,  who  live  in  huts  and  who 

dress  in  rags— these  beautiful  people  who  have  so  much  love  in  their  giving  SALEM,  COLLINS  recently  sent  j  1  t-L  PXJBH 

hearts,  didn’t  feel  right  without  presenting  us  a  gift  of  mangos  before  we  ten  young  people  and  adults  to  f  — ■*  ^  '  f  ' 


Grady  Cothen,  retired  president  of  Sulphur  Springs  (Newton);  Sept.  9  MACEDONIA,  BROOKHAVEN,  held  a  rec^nition  service  for  Actw^^^ 
the  Sun^y  School  Board%ow  living  ^  ^4;  Hugh  Martin,  pastor.  Spring  West  (left)  and  Donna  Williams.  Mrs.  Glenda  Hart  is  the  Acteens  leader, 
at  Pass  (Christian,  Miss.,  delivered  Philadelphia,  evangelist;  .  . 

the  address  for  the  convocation  ser-  Charles  Eld  wards.  Sulphur  Springs  ^  /  // 

vice  for  New  Orleans  Seminary  Aug.  Church,  music  director;  services  /" 

30.  Cothen  is  a  former  president  of  the  7:30  p.m.;  Randall  Creel,  pastor^  y 

seminary,  a  graduate  of  the  semi-  Chapel  Hill,  Utica;  Sept.  9  to  12; 

nary,  and  a  former  trustee  of  the  Old  Oak  Grove  (Union  County):  homecoming  and  revival;  127th  an-  ^ 

seminary.  He  has  also  served  as  Sept.  9-14;  James  Melton,  pastor  of  niversary;  James  Buie,  pastor.  First  f 

president  and  trustee  for  Oklahoma  Oakland,  Walnut,  evangelist;  7:30  Church,  Byram,  evangelist;  Bobby 

Baptist  University,  as  a  member  of  p  m.;  Tommy  Peters,  pastor.  Stubbs,  music  director;  Sunday  ^ 

the  Foreign  Mission  Board,  and  on  School  at  10  a.m.,  morning  worship  at  H.  C.  Bailey  has  accepted  the  call 

the  executive  committee  of  the  Bap-  Midway,  Jackson:  Sept.  9-12;  11  a. m.;  lunch  at  the  church nn  Sun-  ofCalvaryChurchinScottAssocia- 

tist  World  Alliance.  The  convocation  David  Miller,  evangelist;  Dennis  day;  afternoon  service  for  tes-  tion  as  pastor.  Bailey;  his  wife, 
also  provided  the  occasion  for  the  Meintire,  music  evangelist;  Sunday  timonies  and  review  of  church  his-  Judith;  and  their  three  children  are 
signing  of  the  seminary’s  articles  of  services  10:15  a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  tory;  no  Sunday  night  service;  S.  W.  moving  toCalvaryChurchfromPhil- 
religious  belief  by  new  faculty  mem-  Mon.-Wed.  7  p.m.;  W.  Benton  Pres-  Valentine,  pastor.  lipston  Church  Sidon 

tersJamw  Reed,  Bob  Simmons,  and  ton,  pastor.  Sylvarena  Church,  Wesson*  FT  '  IJ^aHlITJTBl  J4 

Edward  Thiele.  r-'  s  n  n  c  ♦  o  i>i  homecoming  Sept.  9;  Sumfey  School 

Gunnison,  Bolivar:  Sept.  9-14;  -t  10  a  m  •  worshio  service  at  11  -jQMBZSSBMHl 

Ann  Kilner,  Baptist  Women/Bap-  Jonas  Taylor,  pastor  of  Rome  ^  ^  vvalker  former  oastor 

tist  Young  Women  products  editor  at  Church,  Lebanon,  TN,  evangelist;  pastor ’at  Vallevview 

Woman’s  Missionary  Union,  has  res-  Billy  Hale,  Gunnison,  music  direc-  church  Columbus  Ohio  wUl  be  W  \  /K 
igned  to  become  director  of  alumni  tor;  Sunday  services  11  a.m.  and6:50  .  \ 

.rtlvijta  at  A«ratt.  Mlaga^an-  p.m  ;  Mon.Wed  7p.m.;  JohnConn,  Sm,mS  "m“  /  'ol  IMiKKIliffl 

vUle.Va.  Succeeding  Kilner  IS  I^a  pastor.  johnny  Johns,  minister  of  music  /  IK  JmCHWH 

Williams  Newman,  pubheatmns  ,  Shady  Grove  Church,  Hazlehurst,  in  \  \ 

coordination  specia  ist  at  WMU.  F^Jthvjew  .  charge  of  music;  revival  services  L  ^ 

Newman  is  a  naUverf  Jacksonville,  Weekend,  ^pt.  IMS;  Lay  teams  gept.  lo  to  12;  morning  services  at  11 
Fla.,  and  came  to  WMU  in  1983.  from  four  stat«  will  share  f^rsonal  3  „  3^  , 

expenen^m  their  journey  through  Harold  Ander^n,  interim  pastw. 

wv _ U  &.T  nt.ll _ I _ I _ _ I-! _ I  MtA  tmfn  ■  1  1  ^ 
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P.  O.  Box  11308 


Jackaon,  MS  39213 


Gifts  of  Honor  and  Memory 
July  26  —  August  25,  1984 

A  portion  of  the  Village  View  is  allocated  each  month  to  a  listing  of  Gifts  of 
Honor  and  Memory.  Many  groups  and  individuals  elect  to  pay  tribute  to 
others  through  this  sensitive,  meaningful  and  helpful  medium.  This  feature 
is  hopefully  designed  to  further  honor,  with  taste  and  respect,  those  who  are 
and  have  been  special  to  our  special  friends. 


Bay  AM 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  T.  Deane  Rodgers 
Gerieea  Adams 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  John  Holly 
Mrs.  Kale  Alexander 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  W.  R.  TUI 
Martha  J.  TUI 
Mr.  WOliam  L.  (Ned)  AUea 
Mrs.  Paul  L.  McGaughy 
Mr.  Bracky  Area,  Sr. 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Malcolns  Norwood 
Mrs.  Lereae  Ballard 
Mrs.  J.  W.  Jones 

C.  F.  Jackson 
Robert  Felix  Battle 
Mrs.  James  C.  Grtffin,  Jr. 
Mrs.EvaBeU 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  Fred  Blackledge 
Geraldiae  Bcasoa 


Mrs.  T.  E.  Callea 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Robert  J.  Tuggle 
Raymsad  Crawley 
Mrs.  V.  V  Hester 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Leon  Hester 
Sherri  Hester 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Don  Eldwards 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Stanley  Ellis 
Mrs.  Allene  W.  Hester 
Mr.  k  Mrs.  Forest  Burce 
Order  E^astem  Star 
Mrs.  Alice  Cbpit 
Mrs.  Opal  H.  Green 
Ubera  Davis 
Harold  A  June  Brooks 
Mrs.  Joseph  M.  Decs 
Miss  EHizabeth  Craig 
Rodney  Defcnbaagh 
leuiM  P.  Brower 


The  Byron  A  Belle  Mftell  Family  Mr.  Herbert  Deady 


Rev.  Ray  Black 
Mrs.  V.  O.  Powell 
Mrs.  Etta  Bsnaer 
Mrs.  Clayton  E.  Bain 
Mrs.  M.  V.  Rose 
John  G.  Hardy 

Mrs.  Bobbie  CampbeU  Bsaads 
Ladies  Aux.  Toxie  Stapleton  Post 
VFW 

Mrs.  Daisey  Bsaads 

Aline  B.  Myers 
Mr.  Joe  BewUag 
New  Zion  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  Vida  W.  Boyd 
Mrs.  B.  M.  Seale 
Mr.  Tim  Bradford 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
George  Bristcr 
Mrs.  WUliam  W.  Fennell 
Lorena  B.  Newman 
Mrs.  Edith  Brewa 
■1  Jaliaa  A  Jaae  Sides 
Unde  Bad 

Jamie  A.  Cuming,  HI 
Mrs.  Versa  Baebicr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leo  Owens 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  Shawblosky 
Mrs.  Grace  Boford 
Ladies  Aux .  Toxie  Stapleton  Post 
VFW 

Mr.  W.  C.  Barns 
Rev.  A  Mrs.  Johnny  A.  Dinas 
Dr.  Rasaell  Bash,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Thomas  D.  Faust,  Jr. 
Mr  A  Mrs  E.  H.  Austin 
Mrs.  Amanda  Forbes 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frai*  Little 
Mr.  aydeOarrigaa 
Mens’  Sunday  School,  Clinton 
Ifrx.  Vfaglaia  Oarolbers 
MUce  A  Kathy  Nipper 
F.  M.  Casiflo 
Rev.  L.  Gerald  Castilo 
Mr.  Castsa 

Mr  A  Mrs.  BUI  WUson  A  Beth 
kfr.  Meary  Grady  Cntledge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  J.  Slovens 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  O.  Dean.  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  G.  Clarkson.  Jr 
Mr .  A  Mrs.  James  Hollingsworth 
Miss  TUlieCaaaey 
Mr  A  Mrs.  S.  O.  Kuykendall 
F.  Ratcliff  Sunday  School.  Glos- 
ter  f 

WUiam  B.  Chadwick 
Mayme  L.  Prevost 
Mrs.  W.  A.  Chaadlcr 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Carroll  Hines 
Mrs.  Dorothy  Chaaaell 
Mrs  Flo  S.  Holt 
Beatty  Clark 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Fred  Ballard 
Mrs.  Maggie  J.  Ocvciaad 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Leroy  Thomas 
Mrs.  Mary  Lon  Clbam 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Buford  Berry 
Mrs.  W.  F.  CUae 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Ernest  L.  Scruggs 
Mrs.  Naacy  Coleman 
Mrs.  John  H.  Coleman 
Mr.  I.  W.  Osoper 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  J.  C.  Stennett 


Mr.  A  Mrs.  H.  C,  MaUett 
Mr.  Dudley  Devore 
Trinity  Baptist  Church.  Vic¬ 
ksburg 

Christy  DIekerssa 
Walter  Bounds 
CartlsO.  Dkkersoa 
Rita  J.  Mashbum 
Hester  Dam 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Leo  Owens 
Daaay  Drebcr 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Elorood  Crain 
Mrs.  R.  G.  Dreiier 
David  Due 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Jack  Mashbum 
Frank  EaUn,  Sr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  F.  Taylor 
Mrs.  Bette  Emersoa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.  0.  Baker 
WUliam  Empooa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Page  Trewolla 
Mike  Eaglchardt 
T.  E.  Parker 
Laara  Estess 

Mr.  A  Mrs  John  M.  Estess 
Mr.  Homer  Ezelle 
BeUe  Walter 
Mr.  Herbert  Farrell 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Cliff  Landrum 
Mrs.  Roy  B.  Fowles 
Mrs.  RebMca  Filgs 
Mrs.  Brooks  Vaughan.  Sr 
Mrs.  Lois  M.  FUherty 
Mrs.  Frances  Cox 
Mrs.  Earl  Blue 
Mrs.  Tom  Blue 
Mrs.  Roth  Ford 
KamUy 

kWs,  Fl^  Freenma  • 

KoTola'  Sprii%s  Baptist  Church 
Mrs.  James  Frith 
Mr.  A  Mrs  C.  E.  Carnes, 
Gcaevlve  GaUman 
Merl  HIttson 
Mrs.  Eleaasr  Gamer 
Ladies  Aux .  Toxie  Stapleton  Post 
VFW 

Rickey  Gentry 

Ladies  Aux .  Toxie  Stapleton  Post 
VFW 

Grady  GBtsoo 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Jerry  Mitchell 
Mr.  ZaaGoMca 
Louis  A  Margaret  Dodez 
Mr.  Kenocth  Green 
Mrs.  B.  M  Seale 
WUliam  D.  Hager 
Edith  M  Akhidge 
LeoMtd  Hail 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  L.Hall 
Mrs.  Evelya  Hammack 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Gerald  M.  Combs 
Mrs.  Aadie  Hardin 
Gleaners  SS  Class.  Crystal 
Spring 

Dr.  W.  8.  Hardin 
Dr.  A  Mrs.  J.  H.  Kyxar 
Mrs.  DorotbrHarris 
Lorena  C  WUcox 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  W  King 
Mr.  Marloa  Harris 
Mr  A  Mrs  Mathis  Holt 


Mrs.  Verda  R.  Harrison 
Mrs.  Marie  R.  Parr 
Mr.  Boford  Hayes  ^ 

J.  E.  Morgan  .Sjp 
Rosanne  HarmonBr^* 

Joyce  Thompkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  P.  Peden 
Mrs.  Jackie  Peden 
Chap.  A  Mrs.  N.  B.  ^cier 
Mrs.  Beulah  Ramsey 
Mr.  A  Mrs.^bert  Hayes 
Tom  Blue 

kh’.  Clarouce  Haynes 
Mrs.  Irma  McLean 
Mr.  PeteHegar 
Vardaman  ElUdgton 
Mark  Henderson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  DavM  L.  Valentine 
Mlm  Beverly  Henry 
Young  Adults,  Morgan  Chapel 
B.C. 

Mr.  Leslie  Faye  Henry 
Van  Fleet  Baptist  Church 
B.  D.  Jolly 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Larry  Bonds 
SMaey  Herrin 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  W.  King 
Mrs.  W.  E.  Hester,  Jr. 

Margaret  A  Henry  Kendal 
Mr.  Ed  HoUaday 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  BUly  Pruett 

D.Honmd 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Charlie  Abraham 

lip 

Mr  A  Mrs  BUI  WUson  A  Beth 
Raby  Howard 
Harold  A  June  Brooks 
Mr.  B.  B.  HadtUcston 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  W.  R.  Newman 
Mrs.  Pat  Gentry  Hast 
Ladies  Aux.  Toxic  Stapleton  Post 
VFW 

Mrs.  Darnell  Jenkins 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Franklin  Rayburn 

Lois  F.  Jobasoa 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dolan  Fleming 

Mrs.  MaMc  Jotasoa 

Paul  L.  Atwell 
Joe  F.  Jones 

Harperville  Baptist  Church 

Eolith  M.  Aldridge 
Benjanda  Jsoepb 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  A.  Moore.  Jr. 

Mr.  Allen  E.  Kmsiens.  Sr. 

Mrs.  Kathryn  H.  Hutton 
Mr  Walter  Hehims.  Jr 
Mrs.Daimie  W.  Helums 
HA'S.  Kilgore 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Boyd 
Mr.  Carlton  Kimsey 
Mrs.  A.  O.  Chatham 
J.  LJUtcheas 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Paul  H.  Stanley 
ExmKaight 
Michael  Taylor 

Daogbter  of  Mr.  A  Mrs.  Normaa 
KoMig 

Mrs.  Hazel  C.  Flora 
Melvin  BarrU  Lastcr 
Mr.  A  Mrs  EtUs  Blount 
Mrs.  H.  H.  Lehman 
Mr  A  Mrs  E.  W  Elliaon  Jr 
WUlie  8.  Uttle 
Mrs.  J.  G.  Hammond 
Monty  Lett 

Mr  A  Mrs  BUI  WUson  A  Beth 
Mrs.  KfiMrcd  Lowtber 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Alvin  E.  Scott 
Mr.  A  Mrs  MUey  Craft 
C.  E.  Lyons 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Raymond  S.  Martin 
Mrs.  Roth  Mabry 
Mr  A  Mrs  Cari  F.  Thornton 
Eric  Dcm  ktadlsaa 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  A.  L.  Christian.  Sr 
Mr.  Aster  Magee 
Mr  A  Mrs  Walter  E  Lee 
Mrs.  Erta  Mallory 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  0.  P.  Baker,  Sr 
John  P.  Maloney 
Jean  Gravm 
Margaret  A  Mae  Kendall 


Ebey  l|artln 
Myra  Sadler 
Rev.  Z.  B.  McAlpla 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  David  Robuson 
Mr  A  Mrs.  C.  J.  Kees.  Jr 
Mr.  A  Mrs  BUI  WUson  A  Beth 
Mr.  Andrew  McCorfcle 
Mrs  Avery  Peeler 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  T.  C.  Burnett.  Jr 
Mr  .  A  Mrs  James  Hollingsworth 
Mr  A  Mrs  Floyd  Lynk 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Sam  Pendergrass 
Hampton  Collier 
Mr.  Pat  McDevitt 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Paul  Nielsen.  Jr 
Mr.V.  L.  McDUl 
Forest  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  London  E.  Brown 
Father  of  Rev.  Jimmy  McGee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dewey  L.  Bain 
Mr.  Simmons  McGee 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Hancock 
Jadge  A  Mrs.  Harvey  McGebee 
Mrs.  Helen  M.  EYye 
Dr.  Edwia  McNeely 
Dr.  A  Mrs  J.  H  Kyzar 
M.  R.McRee,  Sr. 

MUte  A  Kathy  Nipper 
Mrs.  Lucille  McWhorter 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  D.  0.  Baker 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Maarlee  Brown 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Fred  Ballard 
Mrs.  Gladys  Meek 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Dutch  Farmer 
Edith  M  Aldridge 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  E»arin  White 
Jackie  Leigh  Methvla 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Floyd  Methvin.  Jr. 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Robert  Raney 
Mr.  E.  Fra^  AioMi 
Dr.  A  Mrs  T.  Scott  McCay 
Mrs.  EHiaheth  Mootkie 
Mr  .  Floyd  Malone 
Mrs.  Jessie  May 
Mr.  A  Mrs  E  W.  Ellison.  Jr 
Lexington  Post  Office 
Elmployees 

Mr.  A  Mn.  E.  R.  Trotman 
Mrs.W.  B  Kemu 
Mrs.  Edwin  Moirhtad 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Tommy  Hancock 
Kflm  Anna  Msrgaa 
Mrs.  A.  T.  Liddell 
George  Morris 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  WUson  B.  Bourne 
Mrs.  V.  0.  Powell 
Mrs.  htabel  Morrisoa 
Mim  NeUie  Ford  SmiUi 
Mr.  J.  E.  Mortiamr 
Mrs.  H.  C.  Waterer 
Mrs.  Rosie  Mnllen 
Mrs.  Betty  D.  Jensen 
Mr.  Ardie  Mmiay 
First  Baptist  Church.  Bude 
Mrs.  Elma  C.  Mmray 
Mrs.  Robert  E.  Ruling 
Mr  A  Mrs  Mike  Beattie 
Mr.  Haater  Mairay 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  James  Henry  Moore 
Mr.  Ernest  Mnsgrove 
Don  A  Mary  Jo  NaU 
Mr.  Bailey  Myers 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  C.  J.  Kees.  Jr 
Mrs.  Imogene  Naiary 
Mrs  Rachel  Chipley 
Ida  Alexander  Nedson 
Mrs.  J.  A.  Bush 

Mr.  A  Mrs.  Frank  0.  Crosthwoit 
Earnest  Nelaw 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Guy  McClure 
Jack  C.  Nix  Jr. 

Mr.  A  Mrs  Harry  C  Hall 
Mrs. Opal  D.  Blakemore 
M^.  OrdeOrr 
Mr  A  Mrs  H.  C.  Mallett 
Walter  E.  Owen 
Mim  India  Ware 
Mrs  Mildred  W  Becks 
Mr.  A  Mrs  BUly  Pruett 
Miss  Fannie  Oxell  Owings 
Mrs  Rowena  0  Cagle 
Cotriae  Parent 
Earl  A  Kathleen  Wheeler 
Mr.  J.  R.  Payne 
Diane  A  Robert  Bradford 
Mrs  W  W  Bush 
Mr  A  Mrs  J.  C  Stennett 
Rev  A  Mrs  Paul  C  MUU 
Mr.  H.  H.  Pearson 
Janet  Qare  Smith 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  R.  Newman 
Karen  M.  Pearson 
Mr.  A  Mrs.  Henry  Vaughn 
W.  G.  Moore 
Mrs.  Foree  Turner 
Mr  A  Mrs  W  E  Holley 
Bedford  Peadergrast 
Mrs.  Thelma  H  Waits 
Mrs.  Peggy  Perklm 
Mrs.R.  G  Dreher 
Mrs.  Rath  Evdya  Petty 
Ladies  Aux  Toxie  Stapleton  Post 
VFW 

WeMon  Pickering 
Mrs  T.  H.  Jackson.  Jr 
Mrs.  Maggie  Ponder 
Mrs  John  H.  Cdetnan 


Ms.  Graeo  Pnekett 

Mr  A  Mrs  W  W  Hubbard 
Mrs  Irene  Price 
kW.  Leo  Pnekett 
Mr  A  kirs  J  M  Tidwell 
kirs  Thomas  Purvis 
LucUle  Alliston 
kirs.  Vivian  Pybnra 
Pineview  Baptist  Church  , 
Mrs  Letha  RaiUiin 
Mr  A  kirs.  Frank  Little  < 
kirs  Helen  Hart 
Mr  A  kirs.  August  J.  MUIer,  Sr. 
kir  A  Mrs.  J.  Darrell  McKenzie 
kirs.  Samoel  T.  lAllnei  Raybara 
Mr  A  Mrs.  F.  H.  Hammond 
ktr  A  kirs.  Maurice  Brown 
kIr  A  kirs  A.  M.  Hammond 
Mr  A  Mrs  D  0.  Baker 
kir.  Tom  Raybara,  Sr. 

Mr  A  Mrs  Fred  BalUrd 
kir.  Waller  8.  Redden.  Sr. 

Pace  Baptist  Church 
Mr  A  Mrs.  Charles  D.  Christian 
kirs  Eugene  ktartin 
kir.  A  Mrs.  BUly  Estes 
Mr.  Aron  Reed 
Mr  A  kirs  D.  0  Baker 
kirs.  kiargnerite  Dorsey  Reed 
Mr  Bryant  A  Reed.  Sr 
Jim  Robhlm 
Betty  S.  Cooper 
kirs.  Janice  Robiasoo 
Rev  A  Mrs.  James  H.  Moore 
kbs.  David  Rodgers 
kirs  Reba  Stoddard 
Dr.  H.  K.  Roose 
ktr.  A  kirs.  Chandler  Worley 
ktr.  A  kirs.  Dolan  Fleming 
ktr  A  kirs  J.  L.  Head 
kirs.  Mary  Raanels 
ktr  A  kirs.  ktarvin  Compton 
Rev.  J.  C.  Soasiag 
ktrs.  klariorie  McGarrh 
Dorothy  Watkins 
Mr  A  ktrs  Jimmy  Blounts 
Albert  Savage 
kirs  Susie  G.  Sims 
kirs.  R.  B.  Schoh 
Miss  Lee  Wiman 
kirs.  kiartha  L.  Seward 
ktr  A  kirs.  Tommy  Hancock 
Mim  Tina  Shetton 
ktr  A  Mrs.  BUly  Pruett 
William  Shoemaker 
Willie  A  Miriam  Simmons 
Mrs.  Frank  iDorelyn)  Simpson. 
Sr. 

Mn.  John  H.  Coulcombe 
ktr  A  ktn.  Jack  Fenwick 
CoUie  D  Taylor 


kb-.  Cyras  SomU.  Sr. 
ktr.  A  ktrs  M  L.  IVrpm.  Jr 
kir  A  kin  C.  H  klurphy.  Jr 

kbs.  Beaaie  Chain  SosMh 

kin.  James  V.  Tuggle 
Glean  Sadth 

kir  A  Mn  Hugh  Smith.  Jr 
kbs.  Lsova  Smith 
Mn  J.  W  Jones 
kbs.  Mary  Smith 
kir.  A  ktn.  Robert  D.Hart 
Mn.  Wylasa  Caihryn  Sndth 
Mr.  A  ktn.  Tommy  Hancock 
kb.  Charles  Smyth 
Margaret  R  Dodez 
Robert  D.  Speed 
Cumberlami  Baptist  Church 
kin.  Ethic  kiac  Stephens 
ktr.  A  Mn.  WUliam  N  Nichols 
kin.  PaoUae  Sternberg 
kir.  A  ktn.  Earl  B.  Allen 
kb.  Grady  Stewmt 
ktn.  Jean  Womack 
Lawrence  Stewart  >' 
ktr.  A  Mn.  Carl  F.  Thornton 
kin.  Grade  Sbiager 
kin.  V.O.  Powell 
kb,  James  Tate  Taylor 
kb.  A  ktn.  Van  Sant  Wallace 
kin.  Mary  Thatch 
kin.  Dollie  Lanier 
Shuipialak  Baptist  Church 
Mr.  A  Mrs  Ted  Skipper 
Mr.  A  Mn.  F  -M  Prince 
kb  .  A  ktn  James  W.  Thompson 
ktn.  Sam  B  Bounds 
Miss  A.  E.  Anderson 
Mr.  A  ktn.  Henry  R  BuUer 
Mn.  JoS.  Baird 
kb.  A  Mn  Marcus  Anderson 
kb.  A  Mn  W  A  Thomas 
kin.  Charles  H.  Thomas 
kb.  A  kbs.  Malcolm  Norwood 
kb.  A  ktn.  J.  C.  Jemigan,  Jr 
M/M  Sol  Thsraloa 
kb.  A  kin  O.  L.  Mitchell 
kb.  Percy  TBI 

E.  N.  Rom.  Jr 
Aadlc  Tomer 
kb.  A  Mn  Reese  Howard 
Mr  .  A  Mn  W  E  Campbell 
kb.  A  kin.  Harris  Peyton 
Stephanie  Trim  VaogU 
E.  W.  A  Jean  Kennedy 
Mn.  Geaell  Veaatl 
kb.  A  Mn  Frank  Shawblosky 
kbs.  BBlie  Jena  Walker 
June  S.  West 
Mn.  Howard  Slay 
Brenten  Wesley  Walker 
kb.  A  Mn  BUly  Pruett 
Father  el  kb.  Wwd 
Charline  KUIebrew 


lbs.  R.  T.  tPsItyc  Cstry)  Ward 
Mr  A  Mn  F  H  Hammond 
Mary  Pratt  Sunday  School, 
Marks 

kb.  A  Mn  W  E  Halley 
Kercy  Leslse  Warrea 
kb  A  Mn  .  James  Hollingsworth 
Don  V.  SchUling 
kb.  Malcalm  Warrea 
Mn.  T.  A.  Vance 
kb.  C.  D.  Watts 
Mn.  Dollie  Lamer 
Frank  G.  Wealherty 
kb.  A  Mn.  Charles  O.  Little 
Mn.  B  E.  Martin 
Bob  Webber 
kb  A  Mn.  Joe  Cooper 
Mn.  Reecileae  Wdb 
kb  A  kbs.  Hugh  H.  Harris 
Maoricc  Weslhrsak 
kb  A  kbs.  CecU  D  Miller 
Rshert  Earl  WhUMd 
Mn.  E.  B.  Norwood 
Adult  Ladiea  Sunday  School. 
Shuoualak 

kb  A  Mn  F  M  Prince 
kb  A  Mn.  Marcus  Anderson 
kb.  A  kbs.  W.  A  Thomas 
Mn  Charles  H.  Thomas 
Mr  A  kbs.  Walter  BuUer 
Shuqualak  Baptist  Church 
kbs  Anna  B.  Holliman 
ktn  Dollie  Lanier 
kb  A  Mn  James  Bennett 
kb  A  kbs  James  W  ' 
Thompson 

Gary  A  Rhonda  Hurt 
kin.  Emily  Wicker 
Siloam  Baptist  Church. 
Meadville 
W.  H.  WUkes.  Jr. 

Jack  L.  WUkes 
kbs.  LaciUc  waiiams 
kb  A  Mn  BUly  F  WUson 
Mr  A  Mn  D.  0.  Baker 
kb.  A  ktn  ktaurice  Brown 
kb.  A  Mn  Frank  ghawblotky 
Dr.  A  kbs.  C.  D.  WUiiamsoB 
Estelle  Hutcheson 
Oualcs  Wood 
Young  Ladies  SS.  FBC. 
Haxtahunt 
kbs.  klary  Wylie 
ktn.  Ike  Nunnery 
kbs.  Haiei  Yeung 
ktn.  Lena  McDaniel 
GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
kbs.  EUa  MiHer 
kb  A  Mn.  James  WUliamson 
Joy  Soaday  School,  FBC. 
HatUesharg 
Rowena  Cagle 


Holiday  Dates: 

Mrs.  Claire  Nowlin  of  our  Social 
Services  Department  advises  that 
iavitations  for  our  children  and 
young  people  to  visit  in  private 
homes  throughout  Mississippi  for 
both  the  Thanksgiving  and  Christ¬ 
mas  Holidays  are  now  being  consi¬ 
dered  by  her  staff.  If  you  and  your 
family  are  interested  in  this  special 
opportunity,  please  respond  im- 
m^iateiy  by  stating  such  request 
( for  either  one  or  both  of  the  holiday 
periods),  accompanying  same  with  a 
letter  of  recomm^dation  from  your 


local  pastor,  and  mailing  both  to: 
Mrs.  Claire  Nowlin,  The  Baptist 
Children’s  Village,  P.O.  Box  11306, 
Jackson,  MS.  39213-0306.  The  dates 
for  those  holidays  are;  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing,  November  22-25;  Christmas,  De¬ 
cember  21  -  January  6. 

(This  is  a  very  special  opportunity 
for  both  your  family  as  well  as  Vil¬ 
lage  residents,  and  because  many  of 
you  have  requested  that  we  make  this  I 
information  available  earlier  in  the 
year,  we  publicize  such  at  this  time 
and  look  fonvard  to  working  with  you 
and  your  famUy.  Claire  Nowlin,/ 


Our  “end  of  business  day  figures”  on  August  31  indicate  that  our 
Back  to  School  contributions  are  presently  Z7*^  behind  our  1963 
giving  records.  With  an  increase  in  the  number  of  children  being 
served  and  the  obvious  increase  in  operating  expenses,  we  are 
prompted  to  ask,  “Have  you  helped  us  go  BACK  TO  SCHOOL  yet?" 


Alumni  Reunion  —  1984 

Former  residents  of  The  Mississippi  Baptist  Orphanage  and  The  Baptist  Chil¬ 
dren's  Village  gathered  in  late  summer  for  their  bi-ennuel  reunion  Laughter, 
tears,  inspiration,  and  memories  were  the  order  of  this  beautiful  FAMILY  REUN¬ 
ION. 


Life  and  Work 


Bible  Book 


Serving  and  faithfulness 


There  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  today 
about  the  return  of  the  Lord.  Many 
people  have  the  time  all  figured  out. 
Others  are  impressed  with  how 
smart  that  person  is  who  has  it  fi¬ 
gured  out.  It  does  not  seem  to  matter 
that  Jesus  said  he  himself  did  not 
even  know  the  date  of  the  return, 
these  people  have  the  answers.  And 
they  always  spend  more  time 
speculating  than  they  do  serving. 

In  all  of  the  speculating  there  is  one 
fact  that  is  certain  and  that  is,  he  will 
return.  Until  he  comes  at  the  end  of 
time  he  will  continue  to  come  for  us 
individually.  And  when  that  time 
comes  we  will  stand  before  God  to 
give  an  account  of  all  that  has  been 
entrusted  to  our  keeping.  And  all  of 
our  speculating  will  not  alter  that 
fact  one  iota. 

In  the  light  of  that  we  need  to  give 
careful  attention  to  what  Jesus  is  say¬ 
ing  in  this  parable.  He  begins  the 
parable  by  telling  his  listeners  to  be 
ready  for  the  hour  since  no  one  knows 
exactly  when  it  is  coming.  If  we  knew 
just  when  the  thief  was  coming  we 
would  be  prepared.  The  thief  takes 
advantage  of  us  and  comes  at  a  time 
when  we  least  expect  him.  The  Lord 
may  come  at  any  time  and  require  of 
us  an  accounting.  Therefore  we  need 
to  be  ready  all  the  time. 

And  what  is  the  mark  of  a  steward 
who  is  ready?  He  is  meeting  human 
needs.  Jesus  called  it  giving  them 
meat  in  due  season.  The  unfaithful 
steward  abuses  his  fellow  servant 
and  spends  his  time  eating  and  drink¬ 
ing  with  other  people  who  refuse  to 


By  Charles  E.  Myers,  Jackson 
Matthew  24 :42-Sl 

acknowledge  their  responsibilities. 
Our  religious  experience  can  not  be 
lived  in  the  abstract.  Our  Christian 
experience  is  not  the  recitation  of 
certain  creeds.  It  is  rather  a  way  of 
life  lived  out  in  a  society  of  people. 

Because  we  are  Christians  we  will 
have  a  natural  concern  for  other 
people.  If  that  concern  is  genuine,  it 
has  to  express  itself  in  positive  ac¬ 
tion.  To  fall  to  express  that  ctmcem  is 
to  choke  life  out  of  one’s  self.  James 
said  pure  religion  was  to  care  for  the 
needs  of  others.  Jesus  said  the  same 
thing.  A  Christian  who  is  aware  that 
his  Lord  is  coming  back  will  also  be 
aware  of  the  needs  of  others  and 
minister  to  those  needs. 

All  of  this  points  to  a  consistency  in 
our  lives.  We  cannot  just  live  any  old 
way  now  and  suddenly  just  before  he 
comes  get  everything  in  order.  God  is 
not  that  easily  deceived.  Not  only  is 
God  not  deceived,  but  we  have  no  as¬ 
surance  we  will  know  he  is  coming 
until  he  is  here.  When  I  was  in  the 
public  schools  in  the  fourth  grade,  in¬ 
stead  of  the  classes  changing  rooms 
for  different  subjects,  the  teachers 
moved  from  room  to  room.  One  day 
our  teacher  was  a  little  late  and  we 
took  advantage  of  her  absence.  We 
posted  a  watch  out  at  the  door  and 
then  proceeded  to  really  cut  up.  I  feel 
quite  sure  we  could  be  heard  ^1  over 
the  building. 

Suddenly  our  watch-out  gave  word 
the  teacher  was  coming  and  we  all 
became  little  angels,  llie  teacher 
walked  in,  walked  over  to  her  desk, 
and  put  her  books  down.  She  said, “I 


heard  you  all,  all  the  way  tp  the  end  of 
the  hall.  I  he^  Johnny  whisper  and 
say,  ‘Here  she  comes.’  ”  Then  she 
paused  and  said,  “That  is  the  way  it 
will  be  when  the  Lord  comes  back, 
except  there  will  be  no  one  to  say, 
‘Here  he  comes.’  ’’ 

That  public  school  teacher  taught 
me  more  about  the  Lord  than  most  of 
my  Sunday  school  teachers.  And  one 
ot  the  things  she  taught  me  was  that 
the  Christian  life  must  be  consistent. 
We  do  not  get  ready  at  the  last  minute 
and  expect  him  not  to  know  what  else 
has  bera  done  in  his  absence.  And  if 
we  think  we  can  deceive  him,  it  is 
evident  we  do  not  know  him. 

If  we  really  thought  Jesus  were 
coming  back  next  week  everyone  of 
us  would  make  some  changes.  Many 
people  do  not  believe  he  is  coming 
back.  You  can  tell  by  the  way  they 
live.  Others  believe  he  is  coming,  but 
they  plan  to  clean  up  and  look  good 
when  he  arrives.  That  kind  of  think¬ 
ing  is  certainly  out  of  keeping  with 
genuine  Christianity. 

What  are  the  facts?  We  know  Jesus 
is  coming  back.  We  know  we  are  not 
going  to  be  judged  on  just  what  we 
are  doing  at  the  moment  he  arrives, 
but  on  the  totality  of  our  lives.  We 
know  that  any  expression  of  love  to 
him  must  be  expressed  in  service  to 
others.  Therefore  we  need  to  consis¬ 
tently  live  a  life  of  service,  looking 
forward  eagerly  to  his  coming.  If  we 
do  just  that  we  can  ^ticipatp  his  say¬ 
ing,  “Well  done,  thou  go^  and  fate¬ 
ful  servant;  enter  now  into  the  joy  of 
thy  reward.’’ 


the  way  to  go 


Faith 


Paul,  the  writer  of  Romans  (1:1). 
In  verse  one  Paul  tells  us  three  things 
about  himself.  First,  he  is  a  servant 
of  Jesus  Christ.  The  word  for  servant 
means  a  slave  or  a  bondservant.  For 
Paul  this  meant  that  hedid  not  belong 
to  himself.  Jesus  Christ  was  his 
owner.  (See  I  Corin^ans  6:19-20) 

Second,  Paul  teHis  us  that  he  was 
called  to  be  an^apostle.  This  was  not 
something  that  Paul  had  diosen  for 
himself.  He  had  been  chosen  and  cal¬ 
led  by  (jod.  (See  Hebrews  5:4). 

Third,  Paul  tells  us  that  he  was 
separate.  This  means  that  he  was 
set  apart.  Paul  was  conscious  of 
being  set  apart  even  before  be  was 
bom.  (See  Galatians  1:15).  He  also 
was  set  apart  by  the  church  (See  Acts 
13:2).  Every  person  has  a  purpose  to 
fulfill  in  Ufe.  Paul’s  purpose  was  to 
preach  the  gospel  of  Grod.  The  word 
“gospel”  means  good  news.  It  is  the 
good  news  of  what  God  has  done  for 
man  in  Jesus  Christ. 

latroductioB  and  theme  af  Romans 

(vs.  3-17).  One  of  the  beautiful  truths 
of  the  gospel  Is  that  (jod  became  a 
man.  Jesus  was,  at  the  same  time, 
fully  God  and  fully  man.  We  cannot 
understand  this  with  our  finite 
minds.  We  can  only  marvel  at  this 
great  mystery  and  truth. 

In  verse  4  the  power  of  God  is 
shown  in  the  resurrection  of  Jesus 
from  the  dead.  (See  Acts  2:24). 

In  verse  5  Paul  teUs'  us  two  things 


By  Bobby  Lee,  Tupelo 
Romans  1:1,  3-17 

he  had  received.  First,  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  grace.  This  was  something  he 
did  not  deserve.  Second,  he  had  re¬ 
ceived  a  task,  that  of  being  the  apos¬ 
tle  to  the  Gentiles. 

In  verse  6,  Paul  tells  the  Romans 
that  they  have  also  been  called.  The 
primary  call  of  God  is  to  salvation. 
Then  the  call  is  to  service. 

In  verse  7  Paul  mentions  the  word 
“saints.”  When  we  think  of  this  word, 
we  usually  think  of  wings  and  halos. 
But  every  Christian  is  a  saint.  The 
word  tells  not  only  what  we  are,  but 
whose  we  are.  It  means  that  we  be¬ 
long  to  God. 

In  verse  8  Paul  mentions  the  fact 
that  the  faith  of  the  Roman  church 
was  widely  known.  It  is  good  when 
the  church  bears  such  witness  of 
Jesus  Christ  to  the  world.  All  too 
often  the  only  thing  the  world  hears  of 
the  church  is  its  fussing  and  bicker¬ 
ing. 

In  verses  9-15,  Paul  lets  the  Roman 
church  know  that  he  prays  for  them. 
One  of  his  prayers  is  that  he  might  get 
to  come  to  Rome  to  see  them 
preach  the  gospel  to  them.  But  this 
was  not  a  one-way  street.  Paul  had 
spiritual  gifts  that  would  help  them. 
But  he  would  be  blessed  by  them  in 
turn.  One  of  the  unique  things  about 
the  Christian  faith  is  that  it  is  to  be 
shared  with  others.  The  nnore  of  your 
faith  you  give  away,  the  more  you 
have  for  yourself.  Paul  had  planiied 
several  times  to  come  to  R^e  but 


had  been  hindered  in  his  plans.  In 
verse  14  Paul  indicates  that  he  has  a 
debt  to  pay,  that  debt  being  to  share 
the  gospel  with  every  person.  It 
didn’t  make  any  difference  to  Paul 
how  rich  or  how  poor  or  how  unedu¬ 
cated.  He  wanted  all  men  to  be  saved. 

In  verses  16-17,  the  theme  of  the 
book  is  stated.  Paul  tells  them  that  he 
is  not  ashamed  of  the  gospel.  (See 
Mark  8:38).  Many  timq^  we  are* 
ashamed  to  stand  up  and  let  those 
around  us  know  that  we  belong  to 
God.  Vance  Havner  says,  “We  need 
to  live  our  faith  or  take  down  our 
sign.” 

Paul  says  that  the  gospel  is  the 
power  of  (jod.  The  word  in  the  Greek 
that  is  used  for  power  is  the  word 
from  which  we  get  our  English  word 
dynamite.  The  gospel  Is  “divine 
dynamite.”  It  has  the  power  to  save, 
the  power  to  sustain,  and  the  power  to 
satisfy. 

The  righteousness  of  God  is  not  a 
self-righteousness.  (See Isaiah 64: 6). 
It  is  not  a  righteousness  (rf  works. 
(See  Ephesians  2:8-9).  Neither  is  it  a 
rightousness  of  the  law.  (See  Gala- 
tian8  3:21  and  Philippians3:9).  But  it 
is  Jesus  himself  wlram  we  receive  by 
faith.  (See  Rinnans  10:4). 

The  expression  “from  faith  to 
faith”  means  that  from  beginning  to 
end  the  Christian  life  is  a  life  of  faith. 
We  begin  by  faith,  we  continue  in 
faith,  and  we  come  to  the  end  by  faith. 
Surely,“the  just  shall  live  by  faith.” 


Love:  God’s  and  ours 

By  VAhob  L.  Sikes,  Yaxoo  Qty 
I  John  4:7-21 


Many  people  have  had  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  knowing  one  or  two  people 
who  radiate  a  feeling  of  genuine  love 
for  all  of  mankind.  It’s  a  type  of  love 
that  manifests  itself  not  in  tangible 
acts  so  much  as  in  a  feeling  that 
comes  from  that  person.  It  is  a  ma¬ 
ture  love,  a  perfected  love,  a  real 
love,  a  God  kind  of  love. 

I.  Tte  source  of  love  (4:7-12) 

Earlier,  John  had  elaborated  upon 
the  first  rule  of  the  double  com¬ 
mandment  found  in  3:23,  “.  .  .  we 
should  believe  in  the  name  of  his  Son 
Jesus  Christ.  . . .”  Now  he  turns  to 
develop  the  second:  “. . .  love  one 
another.” 

The  heart  of  this  epistle  is  found  in 
4:7-21— God  is  love.  If  we  truly  are 
bom  of  God,  we  know  God .  Our  know¬ 
ledge  of  God  grows,  and  as  a  loving 
child  learns  of  his  father  little  by  lit¬ 
tle,  we  come  to  have  some  under¬ 
standing  of  the  hidden  ways  of  (^. 

But  as  our  love  flows  to  (jiod,  “. .  . 
let  us  love  one  another”  (v.  7). 
Genuine  love  for  God  will  show  itself 
in  love  toward  others.  Love  for  God 
and  love  for  mankind  go  hand-in- 
hand.  You  can’t  have  one  without  the 
other,  (jod  provided  for  us  the  ulti¬ 
mate  expression  of  love  as  he  sent  his 
Son  so  that  we  could  see  and  know 
him  in  human  experiences  (v.  9), 
“that  we  might  live  through  him.” 

(Christian  love  is  more  than  disin¬ 
terested  benevolence  to  the  poor  and 
being  kind  to  people.  No»C2iristians 
can  display  that.  Christians  are  to 
display  the  agape  love  whidi  flows 
from  the  father  to  the  Son  and  from 
the  Son  to  the  followers.  Agape  love  is 
more  than  an  emotion;  it  is  also  ac¬ 
tion.  It  is  loving  those  who  don’t  love 
in  return.  It  is  loving  in  the  way  God 
loves.  The  unique  quality  of  the  love 


John  was  talking  about  is  best  illus¬ 
trated  in  Jesus’  teaching  concerning 
love  of  enemies  (Matt.  5:43-48).  “If 
we  love  one  another,  God  abides  in  us 
and  his  love  is  perfected  in  us”  (v. 
12).  As  we  mature  in  C^uist,  the  di¬ 
vine  love  in  us  will  mature. 

II.  The  bases  of  oar  confidence 
(4:18-21) 

Our  mutual  love  is  one  proof  that 
God  abides  is  us.  John  adds  here  that 
further  evidence  of  God’s  presence  is 
the  presence  of  God’s  spirit  in  our 
souls  (v.  13). 

A  third  proof  that  God  abides  in  us 
is  the  true  confession  we  make  (w. 
14-15).  These  verses  underscore  the 
importance  of  testimony  in  the  C^s- 
tian  life.  The  insight  that  is  required 
in  confessiiMi  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of 
God  can  come  only  from  God. 

Perfect  love  casts  out  fear  (vv.  17- 
18).  The  source  of  our  hope  is  secure, 
and  anxieties  do  not  completely 
overwhelm  the  C^stian  spirit. 

A  man  can  claim  to  walk  in  the 
light.  He  can  insist  that  he  knows 
He  can  even  claim  to  love  God, 
but  unless  he  also  loves  all  of  man¬ 
kind,  he  is  a  liar  (w.  20-21).  If  man 
cannot  love  mankind  whom  he  can 
see,  he  cannot  love  God  whom  he 
can’t  see.  Love  for  God  and  love  for 
mankind  go  together.  Though  loving 
some  may  be  hard,  it  is  made  possi¬ 
ble  by  the  fact  that  “he  first  lov^  us” 
(V.  19) 

Man  sometimes  clouds  God’s  de¬ 
mands  on  us  by  theological  dissec¬ 
tions.  Our  Lord  spoke  through  John 
concerning  our  responsibilities:  “. . . 
we  should  believe  in  the  name  of  his 
Son  Jesus  Christ  and  love  one 
another. . . .”  If  we  live  in  the  Spirit, 
we  comprehend  and  obey  this  com¬ 
mandment. 


SBC  ethnic  ministry 
OK;  churches  needed 


GLORIETA,  N.M.  (BP)  — South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches  that  are  minis¬ 
tering  with  ethnic  persons  have  been 
givm  an  excellent  rating,  but  there  is 
a  cntical  need  for  mwe  churches  to 
awaken  to  the  ethnic  presence  in 
their  communities,  experts  say. 

Caleb  Tang,  pastor  of  the  Chinese 
Baptist  (%urch,  Austin,  Texas; 
Eliseo  Aldape,  associate  in  the  Sun¬ 
day  school  ^vision.  Baptist  General 
Convention  of  Texas;  Ho  Kil  Kahng, 
editor  and  consultant,  and  Alcides 
Guajardo,  supervisor,  both  of  the 
church  programs  and  services  lan¬ 
guage  unit  of  the  Baptist  Sunday 
School  Board,  were  conference  lead¬ 
ers  at  the  Sm^  Sunday  School  Lead¬ 
ership  Conference  at  Glorieta  Bap¬ 
tist  cWerence  Center. 

“I  think  there  are  a  lot  of  Elnglish- 
speaking  churches  which  could  be 
involved  in  outreach  toward  ethnics 
if  they  would  become  aware,”  .said 
Guaj^.  “It  is  just  that  they  haven’t 
seen  the  need  or  they  don’t  know  how. 
Those  who  are  ministering  are 
generous  with  facilities,  finances, 
and  other  resources.” 

Tang  said  Hyde  Park  Baptist 
CSiurch  in  Austin  which  sponsor^  his 


church  “has  been  very  supportive. 
They  want  the  mission  to  grow,”  he 
said. 


